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These brief notices of the history of the Parish of Backwell, 

written at the request of its Eector, himself its proper and most 
competent historian but occupied by more important duties, owe 
nevertheless whatever of value and accuracy they possess to his able 
and appreciative co-operation. 

For the illustration of the Rodney Chapel thanks are due to 
the Editors of ** Somerset and Dorset Notes and Queries," who have 
kindly permitted its reproduction, for the others to W. Hill Budgett, 
Esq., and the Rev. J. A. W. Wadmore, whose photographic skill has 
provided the excellent negatives from which they have been printed. 
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BACK WELL.— The Parish. 



rilHE Parish of Back well, comprising according to the Tithe Award, 
-■- with rivers and roads, 2902 acres,^ and lying about seven miles 
South West from Bristol, is hounded on the North by Wraxall and 
Nailsea, pn the South by. Wrington, on the East by Flax-Bourton 
and Barrow Gumey, and on the West by Chelvey and Brockley. It 
is intersected from East to West by the high road from Bristol to 
Weston -Super-Mare, and by the main line of the Great Western 
Bail way, whose *' Nailsea" Station lies within its limits, its Church 
and Church-town standing back beneath a picturesque and rocky 
range of hills, pierced at this spot by Cheston Combe. From hence 
the prospect to the North and West, including the wooded slopes of 
Tyntesfield, the Church Towers of Wraxall, Nailsea, Tickenham, 
Yatton, and Clevedon, the rich meadow land of the intervening valley 
with its widening area towards the sea, the elevated coast-line of 
Woodspring and Worle, the Bristol Channel with the islands of Steep 
and Flat Holme, the mountains of Wales and Somerset, is of excep- 
tional interest and variety. The rock which underlies the soil is of 
hard calcareous limestone, a mixture of grey and red, intersected with 
veins of spar and capable of polish. 

From the extent of the area of its elevated down or common 
land, it might be expected that traces of its primaeval inhabitants 

^ In the census of 1841, 2750 acres. Som : Reo : 8oo : UI. 320, the dis- 
crepancy perhaps accounted for by omission at that date of the Impro- 
priate, Kectorial, and Vicarial glebe, together 172 acres. 
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would be numerous. This however is not the case. There is a small 
camp of irregular shape, adapted io its position on the summit of the 
limestone ridge above the village, and probably of Celtic construction, 
its rampart rudely formed of loose stones gathered on the spot, but 
now unfortunately dimidiated by the encroachment of an adjoining 
quarry. A little further to the East is a well-defined sepulchral 
barrow, bell-shaped, like a cup or basin inverted in its saucer, about 
thirty feet in diameter. Upon opening this in July in the present 
year the result was altogether disappointing. Instead of the antici- 
pated urns and other relics of a remote past, a pavement of flat stones 
at a deptli of two feet was found to cover a layer of moist and 
unctuous earth, which yielded bones of pigs and smaller animals, but 
no human ones, fragments of glazed earthenware, tobacco pipes, and 
iron nails ; all pointing to its recent date, and constituting a puzzle, 
of which it is difficult to give an explanation. 

Within a stone's throw of the barrow stands a granite obelisk 
set upon a ponderous block of the same material, and bearing the 
following inscription, 'THIS STONE WAS ERECTED BY THE 
PARISHIONERS OF BACKWELL, TO COMMEMORATE THE 
60th anniversary OF QUEEN VICTORIA'S REIGN COM- 
PLETED 20th JUNE, 1897. GOD SAVE THE QUEEN." 

Of persons deriving their surnames from this place we find — 

Thomas de Bacuel, witnessing an Episcopal decision at Bath, 

1121.« 
Richard de Backwelle, instituted to the Rectory of Breane, 

1318.» 
Ric Bacwell, (then probably a child) to the Rectory of 

Charlton-Mackrell, 1350,3 and to that of Ilchester, 1422.* 
John Backwel, to the Vicarage of Dunster, 141 8.* 



a Bath Chartulary, Som : Reo : Soo : VII. 61. 
* Weaver's Somerset Inonmbents 32, 50, IIL 
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The name, spelt '* Bacoile " in Domesday, is probably derived 
from a well of unfailing water lying back under the hill, in the orchard 
of the Court Form, cut deep into the limestone, and pi-otected by 
masonry above and on either side. At the further extremity of the 
Parish, underlying on the South the '* Hill Scars," which form the 
summit of the ridge, is another famous well of similar character and 
even greater importance, a boon to the inhabitants of the hamlet of 
Downside, approached by a flight of nineteen steps, and protected by 
artificial stonework. It is known as ** Willing's Well," * but is too 
remote from Church and Village to be credited with the honor of origin- 
ating their appellation. 

The population, 960 in 1881, was 956 in 1891, (123 of that 
number now belonging to St. Katherines, Felton). There are four 
detached hamlets, Farley, and West- town, both on the high road from 
Bristol to the West ; Moorside or Backwell Common, on the North ; 
and Downside, on the South. The flrst bears marks of considerable 
antiquity : it was, and is the scene of an annual Fair, the charter for 
which is dated 1269, and may possibly have been the origin of its 
name, ** FairLegh." In the yard of one of its most ancient cottages 
is the socket of a way-side cross, and from some figured quarries taken 
from a window of another we have a memorial of the rough and cruel 
Shrovetide amusements once popular throughout the country. The 
hamlet of West-town, of later date, but greater importance, contains 
several good residences, but none of archseological iuterest. That of 
Moorside, or Backwell Common is a small cluster of farms and cottages, 
the latter relies of an old coal mining industry, the cottages evidently 
built for miners' dwellings, and the tradition of the inhabitants point- 
ing in that direction. That of Downside, a singular assemblage of 
small detached holdings, set down apparently at random, each in its 

* I am inclined to think that this is equivalent to * Wishinff Well,' and that 
it was resorted to on occasions of doubt to ascertain ii the fates were 
* willing.' 
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little garden, or orchard, might be taken for an ideal example of 
peasant propiietorship. Before the end of the 13th century Joceus de 
Baiocis gave land in this hamlet to the Abbey of Keynsham, the rent 
of which, eight shillings per annum, ^ continued to be received until 
the dissolution. Besides the manorial park attached to the Manor of 
the Eodneys, there was another, the site of which is still known as 
** Backwell Park," possibly the property of the Tyntes, in the North 
East part of the Parish. There was a mill here, mentioned in Domes- 
day, always an important property : its site has faded from memory, 
but must have been somewhere upon the little stream which comes 
from Long Ashton, and crosses the road just beyond Nailsea Station. 
In 1269-70 it was held by William, Eobert and Henry de Molend, 
possibly brothers, each of whom had a third part of the mill, and 
among them eighteen acres of arable, and three of meadow' land. 

Besides the manorial lords hereafter mentioned, the following 
had an interest in this place, 

A.D. 1201-2 — Eoger de Bavent, William Maureward. 

1269-70— Eobert de Bretasche. 

1284-5 —John and Philip de Wike. 

1304-6 — Walter le Franklyn ("Yeoman) Christian and 
Thomas. 

„ — William do la Sale and Eosa, John Ghampenys. 

1389-90— John Basset, son of Simon Basset, chv'r. 

A marshy pond, known as Oatfield pool, upon a farm bearing 
that name, and situate on high ground in the South East part of the 
Parish, is noted for its water-lilies and aquatic plants. 

'^ It was probably a rent-charge, the amount being exactly the a&me in 1291 
(Pope Nicholas Ecclesias. Taxat.) and 1534-5, (Henry VIII. Valor 
Ecclesiast:) 

• Somerset Fines. Somerset Reeord Society Vol* VI. p. 227» 
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The following is a translation of the grant by King Henry III. 
A.D. 1269, of a market and fair.'' 

"To Ela The King to Archbishops, Bishops, &c., greeting, Know 

La Sobe. ye that we have granted and by this our charter confirmed to our 
beloved Ela La Sore, that she and her heirs may have, in perpetuity, a 
market at her Manor of Bacweli, in the County of Somerset, on Thursday in 
each week, and a fair there, lasting three days, in each year, namely on the 
vigil, the day, and the morrow of Saint Matthew the Apostle, so that the 
market and the fair be no injury to neighbouring markets and neighbouring 
fairs. Wherefore we will and firmly decree, for us and our heirs, that the 
aforesaid Ma. and her heirs may have for ever the aforesaid market and fair at 
their aforesaid Manor, with all liberties and free customs pertaining to such 
market and fair, so that the market and fair be no injury to neighbouring markets 
and neighbouring fairs, as is aforesaid. Witnesses, John de Valhbus, Eliia de 
Babayne, William de WyntreshuU, William Belet, Ralph de Bakepuz, Stephen 
de Eddeworth, William de Faucham, Walter de Surges, Koger de Wanton, and 
others. Given by our hand at Clarendon, the 13th day of August, the 54th year 
of our reign." 

The curiously figured quarries of glass already mentioned, 
removed from the window of one of the cottages at Farley, perhaps 
the ancient mediseval hostelry, which stood opposite to the 
field then and still appropriated to the 'Fair/ represent the 
popular but cruel amusement practised at Shrovetide, and known 
as * cock-shying,' of which throwing at cocoa-nuts is the modern 
survival. Tied to a bracket against a wall, or a stake driven 
into the ground, the hapless victim was assailed with balls or 
sticks from a distance of 20 yards, the players paying two- 
pence for three or four * shjs,' the dealer of the fatal blow receiving 
the poor battered creature for his prize. Hens which had not begun 
to lay before Shrove Tuesday and even ducks were similarly treated, 
or with horse bells on their legs were faHtened to a lad's back, while 

7 From the original in Latin among the records in the custody of the 
Master of the Rolls, of which a copy ' ' -.. . ^ 

£. P. Vaughan, Rector of Wraxall. 



Maater of the RoUs, of which a copy was in the possession of the late Rev* 

all. 
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others bKnd-folded and armed with boughs followed the sound and 
struck at random at the bird or its carrier. Sometimes the former, 
enclosed in an earthen crock, from which head and tail only protruded, 
was slung across the road at some height, and pelted with leaden 
' dumps,' until the smashing of the crock consigned it to the winner. 
One of the quarries representing an owl, perpetuates a story of the 
surreptitious substitution of the bird of night for the ordinary 
domestic fowl, and the alarm which its escape occasioned.^ 

The following are the names, and very curious some of them, 
of the principal inhabitants at the date 1346-7, taken from the 
* Exchequer Lay Subsidies,' in 20th Edward III.' alphabetically 
arranged. 

s. d. 



Atte Lupeyate Thomas 




XV. 


Atte Lupeyate Thomas 




xviij. 


Atte Mulur Edytha 


V. 




Atte Mulur Walterus 




vij. 


Atte Tate Eicardus 




vij. 


Bendnyle Henricus 


ij- 




De Haseldene Willelmus 




xix. 


De Honicombz^o Robertus 


iij. 




De Honytube Adamus 




viij. 


De Ram Robertus 


^h 




De Sr'nkleyn Christopherus 


ij- 


ix. 


Hylsey Walterus 




xiij. 


Inthetube Nicholaus 


xij. 




Kewe Willelmus 




viij. 


Lacy Willelmus 


U- 




Le Lang Richardus 




xij. 



8 Hone's Every Day Book. Chamber's Book of Days, I., p. 238. 

' Somerset Record Soc. III., 94. 

^^ Honicombe is the name of the field crossed by a footpath at Farley. 
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Le Monk Relicta Willelmi 


viij. 




Le Pikes Robertus 






xix. 


Le Rolker Thomas 




ij- 


ob. 


Le Webbe Adamus 






xij. 


^ Lynlye Angustinus 






XV. 


Marcant Johannes 






vij. 


1 OpehuUe Richardus 






xvii]\ 


Rodneye Luca 




viij. 




Schyrlok Philippus 




iij- 




Stywman Robertus 




vj. 




Upedoun WiUelmus 






xviij. 


Summa xx® villate predicte — iiij 


li xiijd 


ob. 





The Manor. 

The Saxon Owner was named Turchil, of whom we know 
nothing further than that he held also the neighbouring property of 
Chelvey. 

Backwell was one of a large number of Manors coziferred by 
the Conqueror upon the Bishop of Goutances, and is thus described 
in the Domesday survey, 

' Fulcran and Nigel hold of the Bishop Baooile, Turchil held 
it in the time of King Edward, and gelded for ten hides. The arable 
is fourteen carucates, occupied by thirty-two villanes and twenty-one 
cottagers and two servants. There is a mill of four shillings rent, and 
twenty-four acres of meadow ; pasture one mile long and half-a-mile 
broad, coppice wood one mile long and two furlongs broad. It was 
and is worth eight pounds/ 
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Its two Norman lords are described by Collinson as 'domestics^ 
of the Bishop, but they were doubtless of knightly rank, Nigel being 
no other than Nigel de Goumai, of the famous family which gave its 
name to the adjoining Manor of Barrow, and afterwards to Farrington, 
and other places in the Gounty.^^ Fulcran held also the Manor of 
Butcombe, five hides in Winford, and one carucate at Kingston 
Seymour. The dual proprietorship thus commenced was of long 
continuance, though we have no information as to how it passed 
after the Bishop's death and its consequent reversion to the Crown, 
to the families of De Baiocis (perhaps Bayeaux) and Le Sore. But 
it is an interesting fact that to this day the two tythings which 
together constitute the parish are known as 'Backwell Bayouse,' and 
'^Backwell Sore.'" 

Of both these families the records are but scanty, that of De 
Baiocis soon giving place to the Eodneys, upon whom the Empress 
Maud bestowed their portion of this Manor. In 1262-3, Thomas 
de Baiocis and Mary his mother were certified to hold eight knights' 
fees in the parishes of Backwell, Twiverton, Saltford, Winfoid, and 
Stoke, all of which were held 1295-6 by Joceus de Baiose of the 
honor of Gloucester. ^^ In 1286 John Basse and John de Bause held 
half a Knight's fee in Backwell, Joceus de Bause one Knight's foe in 
Hallatrow, and Anselm Bstsset the vill of Littleton, of John le Sour." 
In 1318 Thomas de Bans granted 4/- rent of land in Backwell to 
Keynsham Abbey. The variations of the name, merging possibly 
into that of Basset, make it the more difficult to identify individuals. 

The family of Le Sore, allied to the De Clares Earls of 
Gloucester, was of some distinction. In 120 1 -2 .John Le Sor,^* in 

^^ Eyton's Domesday Studies, I., 147. 

^2 Tithe apportionment. 

^3 Collinson's Somerset II., 306. 

1* Kirby's Quest, Somerset Record Soc. III., 39. Coiiiuson 11., 402. 

^'^ Somerset Fines. Somerset Record Soc. VI., 52. 
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1226 Eobert le Sor, in 1262 William le Sor were lords of one moiety 
of the Manor ; Ismania wife of John le Sor, holding it ' in dote,''^ in 
1286, presented to the Eectory in 1311: prior to which Ela la Sore who 
married William de Esthalle, obtained a? already mentioned a Eoyal 
grant of a fair and market. The manor of Clayerham, with Knight's 
fees at Butcombe, Felton, Norton Malreward, and Hardington were 
among the possessions of the family." In 1274-5, Isabel la Sore,^® 
Lady of Clare made a grant of land on Backwell hill to Richard de 
Rodney and his heirs,*^ an earnest of what was to f oUow, for by failure 
of male issue this moiety of the manor of Backwell, devolving upon 
Elizabeth daughter and heiress of Sir John le Sor, was carried 
by ber in marriage to Sir Robert de Wykham. The old name how- 
ever survived for a while, Robert Soor of Olaverham (of which place 
William le Sor had been in 1326 the blind and aged priest)" being 
party to a d^ed at Backwell in 1363, and John Schure in 1400»; 
wbile as late as 1708 Henry Sore occurs in the Register of burials. 
In 1349 Robert de Wykham devised the manor to his uncle, Thomas 
de Wykham," by whom it was alienated to Sir Walter Roduey,*^ 
lord already of the other moiety, and thenceforth possessor of the 
whole. 

Of this important Somerset family the following is an account. 

Walter de Rodney, espousing the cause of the Empress Maud, 
of whom he was a devoted partisan, was rewarded for his services by 
the grant of one of the two divided Manors of Backwell, those of 

i« Idem. 341. 

" Idem. 33, 42, 60, 51. 

^ Arms of Le Sor or Soore. 'Quarterly or and gu,, in the first qiuirter a 
lionpasst. guard azure.* Gloucest. Visit, pp. 13, 208. Of Le Sore of 
Talvarn, *Erm, asaltire gUy Risdonpp. 204, 210. Of Lesoors, ^<yr^ a chief 
azure,' Pap worth. 

1* Bishop Drokensford's Register. Somen Record Soc. L, 278. 

V Old deeds in the Rector's possession. 

^ Collectanea Topograph : et Genealog : II., 230. 

^ Collinson's Somerset, IL, 306. 
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Lamjat and Bolston, and other estates in Somerset, Devon and 
Cornwall.® 

His son and successor, Sir Henry de Rodney, Kt. was steward 
to Henrj^ son of King Henry II., and was chosen arbitrator, in that 
reign, in a dispute between the Dean and Chapter of Wells. 

He had issue, Sir Eichard de Rodney, Kt., who was slain at 
Acre, 4 Richard I., 1192-3. 

His son, William de Rodney, sent on an embassy to Rome by 
King John, died on his journey, and was buried at Viterbo, 1207. 

His son and heir. Sir Richard de Rodney, Kt. was slain at 
Hereford by Llewellyn Prince of Wales, in 1 234.** By his wife Jane, 
daughter of Sir John Astley, Kt., he had two sons, of whom the elder 
Richard de Rodney perished with his father, leaving by his wife 
Margaret a daughter Jane, wife of Sir Q^homas Patishall, Kt. 

The younger son, Sir Thomas Rodney, Kt. succeeding to the 
estates, left issue by Margaret his wife, daughter of Sir Arnold 
Montenay, Kt., 

Sir Richard de Rodney, Kt. who received that honor in 1316 
in the hall of the Abbey of Keynsham, Almaric de Valence Earl of 
Pembroke buckling on his sword, Lord Maurice de Berkeley and 
Bartholemew Lord Badlesmere his spurs.** He married Maud, 
daughter and heiress of Sir Osbert Giffard of Stoke Bishop, Kt., that 
manor being known thereafter as Rodney Stoke. He had a charter 
of free warren in all his lands at Backwell,*^ and died about 1326, 
seised of the manors of Stoke, Back well, Tilley's Court, Twiverton, 

^ CollinBoii*s Somerset, under Stoke Oifford, III., 603. 

^ A stream called ** Aber Rodney " perpetuates the memory of the event. 

* Cited in "Selden*s Titles of Honor," as an early record of such ceremony. 

^ His demesne at Backwell was worth £200 per ann., besides a park of 140 
acres, stored with fallow deer, and full of great timber. He nad a grant 
from Gilbert de Glare, Earl of Gloucester, releasing him and his tenants 
at Backwell from service to the Honor of Gloucester. Report of MSS. 
in Wells Cathedral, 89. 
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Saltford, Winford, Hallatrow, Lamyat, Lovington, Binder, Over- 
Badgworth, Congresbury-Rodney, and of rents and tenements in 
Bristol. He was buried with his second wife, Lucy, at Backwell, 
whence their remains were transferred to Keynsham Abbey in ISS?.*^ 

His son, Sir Walter de Eodney, Kt., Sheriff of Somerset and 
Dorset in 1337-8-9, married first Catherine daughter of Sir Fulke 
Fitzwarren, Kt., by whom he had issue William de Kodney, who 
married, and left a daughter Mary the wife of Sir Henry Lorty, Kt. 
and Thomas de Bodney who inlierited the estates as heir to his 
brother. Sir Walter's second wife was Alice, daughter of Sir John 
Clifford, Kt. It was Sir Walter who purchased from the Wykhams 
the Le Sor moiety of this manor. 

Thomas de Eodney married Elizabeth, daughter and heir of 
Sir John Bluet of Co. Wilts, Kt., and had issue, 

Sir Thomas de Eodney, Kt., who by his wife Catherine, daughter 
of Sir Eobert Cheddar, Kt., had three eons, John, Thomas, and Eichard, 
and a daughter Catherine. 

Sir John de Eodney, Kt., eldest son. Sheriff of Somerset 
1387 and 1396, married Jane, daughter of Hugh Crescy, and had issue 
Walter, William, and Jane. Dying in 1400, he was succeeded by his 
eldest son, 

Sir Walter de Eodney, Sheriff of Somerset and Dorset, 1406, 
died in 1413, leaving issue by his wife Dorothy, daughter of Sir John 
St. John, Kt., 

Sir John Eodney, Kt,, who died seised of this manor in 1420> 
and left issue, by Jane his wife, daughter of Eichard Bridgmanston of 
Co. Dorset, Esq., 

Sir Walter de Eodney, Kt., Sheriff of Somerset and Dorset, 

1439. He married Margaret, daughter of Walter Lord Hungerford, 

^ BegiBter of Bishop Ralph de Salopia : Somerset Record Society, IX., 304. 
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died 1466, and was buried here, his effigy lying upon an altar tomb in 
the Chancel of this Church.* His son, 

Thomas Bodnoy, lord of this manor, died 1470, leaving by Isabel 
his wife three sons, John, Thomas and Walter, and two daughters 
Joan and Anne. 

Sir John Eodney, Kt. the eldest son, was ten years old at his 
father's death, when his wardship was committed to Eichard Crofts, 
Esq. He resided at Bodney Stoke, the Court House of which he re- 
built, and died 1526, having married Anne, daughter of his guardian, 
then Sir Eichaid Crofts, Kt., by whom (who died 1546)'' he had issue 
three sons, Walter, who predeceased his father, Francis, who died, s. 
p. 1539, and George eet 22 in 1589, who was of Westbury near Wells, 
married Elizabeth Kirton, and was ancestor of the Eodneys of Stoke,and 
of the existing Eodney family.* Up to this time the great Eodney 
estates had always devolved in their entirety upon the eldest son, who in 
this instance presuming upon his succession, threatened his brothers, in 
boyish quarrel, that he would make them repent, when he came to his 
own. This their father overhearing, alienated to his younger sons 
and their heirs his manors of Over Badgworth and Congresbury, and 
it was well he did, as subsequent events will show. Sir John had 
three daughters, Grace, Catherine, and Elizabeth or Dorothy, married 
respectively to Christopher Lyatt, Thomas Eoynon, and William Brent. 

Sir Walter Eodney, Kt. the eldest son, was Sheriff of Somerset 
and Dorset, 1511, married Elizabeth, daughter of Edward Compton, 
Esq., and sister of Sir William (Compton, Kt.,^^ a favorite companion 
of Kings Henry VII. and VIII. She married secondly Sir John 
Cha worth, Kt., founded the Eodney chapel in this Church, and was 

28 See post. 

» Her will in the Bishop's Registry at Wells, 1546. 

^ See post. 

^ His will in the Prerogative Court 1532, proved 1538, speaks of his sister 
Pame Klizabeth Rodney, his cosyn John Rodney. 
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buried therein by the side of her first husband, 1537.^^ l)he two 
daughters of Sir Walter, Elizabeth, and Anne, married Thomas and 
Nicholas Powtrell. 

The only son, John Eodney, Esq. married Elizabeth, daughter 
of John Lord Mordaunt, and relict of John Fisher, Esq., son of Sir 
Michael Fisher, Kt., by whom at his death in 1548 he left one son 
Maurice, and two daughters, Elizabeth wife of John Claxton of Kirton, 
Notts, and Anne wife of William Sutton of Aberham, Notts. By his 
will he left; the guardianship of his daughter Elizabeth to his brother- 
in-law Edmond Mordaunt, and that of his daughter Anne to Thomas 
and Nicholas Powtrell and their wives. 

His only son Maurice Eodney, Esq., aged nine at his father's 
death, carelessly brought up by his guardian Sei'jeant Powtrell, 
married while under age a blacksmith's daughter, after divorce from 
whom he re-married Joan, daughter of Sir Thomas Dyer of Somerford, 
Co., Wilts, Kt., and by her (who died in 1591), had three sons, Henry 
and Thomas, both of whom died at Oxford while students there, and 
George, who succeeded him; and two daughters, Dorothy** wife of Rice 
Davis of the Middle Temple and of Tickenham, Esq., and Jane of 
William Trenchard of Cutteridge, Co. Dorset, Esq. Maurice Rodney 
was Sheriff of Somerset and Dorset in 1579, and died in 1588. (Will 
that year). 

The surviving son, Sir George Rodney, Kt., eet twenty at his 
father's deafch, married at Long Ashton in 1587, Anne daughter of 
Matthew Smyth of Ashton Court, Esq., and sister of Sir Hugh Smyth, 
Kt.; she died s. p. Falling desperately in love with a beautiful young 
widow, Frances, daughter of Thomas Viscount Howard of Bindon, and 
relict of Henry Prannell of the Middle Temple, Esq. (who died s. p. 
1599) but being rejected in favor of Edward Seymour, the old Earl of 

** See po8t. 

^ This lady took out lettsrs of administration to the effects of her brother, 
October 4th, I6OI1 
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Hertford, he followed the couple to Amesbury in Wiltshire, and shut- 
ting himself up in a private room in the village inn, indited a long 
copy of love-sick verses, 140 in number, sent them to the lady written 
with his own blood, and then threw himself upon his sword, July 1st, 
1601.^ Thus tragically terminated the elder branch, with which we 
are now concerned, of the Eodney family, the further representation of 
which devolved upon the descendants of George Eodney of Westbury, 
second son of Sir John Rodney, by Anne daughter of Sir Eichard 
Crofts, as already mentioned. 

George Eodney had inherited by the will of his father and the 
death of his brother Francis the manors of Over-Badgworth and Gon- 
gresbury-Eodney, and rented the demesnes of Stoke during his 
nephew Maurice's minority. He took a lease of the tithes of Westbury 
and Priddy, and rebuilt and lived in the Vicarage of the former until 
his death in 1580. He married Elizabeth Kirton of Oheddar, and left 
four daughters, Barbara wife of Walter Buckland of Stanlinch, 
Co. Wilts, Esq., Agatha of Thomas Hodges of Co. Somerset, gent.. 
Honor, and Lucretia, and an only son. 

Sir John Eodney, Kt. who succeeded to the Estate of Eodney- 
Stoke under the will of his unfortunate cousin, not without protracted 
litigation with his sisters, who strove to prove their brother *non 
compos ' and claimed his property as heirs at law. The matter was at 

** The story is told in Chamberlain's letters to Dudley Garleton. The verses 
are in the Ashmole MSS. in the Bodleian at Oxford, 781, f. 90. They 
were printed in * The Topographer,' vol. 1., 398-405, and begin 

<< From one that Ismguisheth in discontent 
Deare faire, receive this greetinge to thee sent, 
And still as ofte as it is read by thee 
Wit/h some deepe sad sifi;h remember me." 

The lady was one of the most remarkable women of the period. She mar^ 
ried Lord Hertford in 1601, and after his death in 1621, became the wife of 
Ludovic Stuart Duke of Richmond and Lenox, Lord Steward, to whose 
memory she erected one of the most magnificent tombs in Westminster 
Abbey, and was buried by his side in 1639. Uer long and curious Will, 
printed in the ''Archseologia Cantiaua," XI., 232, is characterized by 
Col. Chester as '*of marvellous historical and genealogical interest." 
She lived in great state after the Duke's death, and even aspired to the 
King. Granger U., 48. 
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length referred to the arbitratioa of Sir John Popham, Chief Justice, 
under which the demesnes and woods of Stoke and Backwell park were 
sold to pay the testator's debts under a special Act of Parliament, 1, 
James I , and the remaining property divided between Sir John, Bice 
Davis, and William Trenchard, Esqrs. The two last, in right of their 
wives, retained some interest in Backwell, since we find Eice Davis 
patron de jure of the Rectory in 1626, and Francis Trenchard*^ of 
Cutteridge, son of William and Jane, devising in 1621 to his son 
Francis under age a portion of the manor of Backwell and the advow- 
son thereof.^ At the same time we learn that the estates of Sir George 
Rodney forfeit to the Crown by reason of his felo-de-se were granted 
February 20th, 1604 to Sir John Rumsay and Sir James Sandilands.'^ 

Sir John Rodney contrived to re-purchase Rodney Stoke, was 

High ShenfE in 1612, and married Jane, daughter of Sir Henry 

Seymour, Kt., brother of Edward Duke of Somerset and of Queen 

Jane Seymour, and by her (who died and was buried at Rodney Stoke 

in 1633) had issue many children, of whom there survived him four 

sons, Edward, Henry, George, and William, and three daughters, 

Elizabeth, wife of James Kirton of the Middle Temple, Esq., Penelope 

of Sir Theodore Newton of Co. Gloucester, Kt., and Joan of Sir John 

Trenchard of Co. Dorset, Kt. Of his younger sons, Henry was 

drowned at sea, George married first Anne daughter of Sir Thomas 

Lakes, widow of William Cecil Lord Roos, and secondly Sarah daughter 

of Sir John Gage of Co. Cambridge, Kt. and William married Alice, 

daughter of Sir Thomas Caesar, Baron of the Exchequer, and was 

buried at Huntspill, his descendants living in America. Sir John died 

in 1612 and was buried at Stoke, in the Rodney Chantry. 

^ Francis Trenchard, spelt Trencher in the Register, married at Wraxali, 
1606-7, Elizabeth daughter of Sir Edward Gorges, Kt. 

^ Prerog. Court, Savile 62. Rev. Fredc. Brown. 

^ State Papers 1604, quoted by the Rev. Frederic Brown. The persons 
named may perhaps have been officials, charged to see that justice was 
done. An inventory of Sir George's chattels appraised for duty, is in 
the Record Office, and includes *one sword valued at 6/8.' Special com* 
missions 43 Elizabeth. 
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He was succeeded by Sir Edward Bodney, Kt.,^ his eldest son, 
bom 1590, of Magdalen College, Oxford, and the Middle Temple, 
Knighted 1614. He married in 1614 at; Somerset House then called 
Denmark House in the Strand, Francen, one of the maids of honor, 
daughter of Sir Eobert Southwell of Woodrising, Co. Norfolk, Kt. by 
his wife the Lady Elizabeth daughter of Charles Howard Earl of Not- 
tingham, Lord High Admiral, and by her had issue five sons and eight 
daughters. The sons, two Johns, Edward, and William died young, 
George living to be 22. The daughters died in infancy, except Frances, 
who attained woman's estate, Anna who married Sir Thomas Bridges of 
Keynsham, Kt., and Penelope, Sir Peter Gleane, of Co. Norfolk, Kt., 
and were their father's co-heiresses. Lady Bridges carried her portion 
to her husband, one of the family afterwards ennobled as Dukes of 
Chandos. 

From a branch of the Rodneys of Eodney Stoke, but from 
which of Sir Edward's brothers is uncertain, descended the famous 
Admiral Sir George Brydges Rodney, created a Baronet 1764, and a 
Baron 1782, ancestor of the present peer.'*® 

It is not easy to explain Collinson's statement, that from the 
family of Eodney, the manor passed to that of Fitz James,^ of which 
there were two branches at no great distance, the elder at Redlynch 
in Bruton, the younger at Leweston in Dorset. Both were mixed up 
in the religious plottings of the latter days of Queen Elizabeth, and 
the Dorset branch was connected with the Trenchards, by the marriage 
of Sir John Fitz James with Joan, sister of Sir George Trenchard. 
Later on the heiress of the family married Sir George Strode, their 

^ From a memoir of the Rodney family written by Sir Edward, and in the 
possession of Lord Rodney, a copy of which is in the custody of the 
Rector of Rodney-Stoke, many of the above particulars have been veri- 
fied. It is written in a devout and pathetic spirit, in the year of the 
decease of his only surviving son, and his own, 1651. He expresses a 
hope that some of his brother's sons may continue the true worship ol 
God in his posterity, though it cannot be in his son's. 

88 Collinson's Somerset III. 606. Burke's Peerage under * Rodney.' 

« Collinson's Somerset II. 306. Somerset Arch. Soo XXIV. 2, 33. 
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daughter and heiress manying Henry Thynne, Esq.** Thus we seem 
to obtain some slight premonitory hints of the future of the property. 
But its brief possession by the Churchills remains to be accounted for, 
and in this connexion it is impossible to avoid noticing that Sir John 
Ohurohill, who Riicceeded the Fitz James's, was nearly allied to the 
iUegimate issue of James II., who bore that surname, their mother 
Arabella Churchill being his father's first cousin. So that it is just 
possible that neither Somerset nor Dorset may be responsible for the 
name in this place. 

Sir John Churchill, knighted 1670, lord of this manor 1671, 
when he presented to the Bectory ; purchased the Manor of Churchill, 
Somerset, from Eichard Jenyns,** Esq., was Eecorder and M.P. for 
Bristol,*' Master of the EoUs, 1685. He married Susanna, daughter 
of Edmund Prideaux, Esq.,** and had issue four daughters. He died 
1685 very much in debt, his Manor of Churchill, which he left to his 
daughter Lady Scroggs,** being sold, after complicated litigation, with 
his other property. He was first cousin to Sir Wiuston Churchill, Kt. 
of Great Mintem, Co. Dorset, father of 1st Duke of Marlborough, and 
of Arabella Churchill above mentioned. CoUinson wrongly styles 
him the Duke's progenitor.** Sir John's daughters were Margaret 
wife of John Tooke, Esq.; Mary of Sir William Scroggs, of Weale 
Hall, Essex, Kt.; Diana, of Hugh Anthony Wicksted of Wicksted, 
Co. Chester, Esq.; and Caroletta, first the wife of Colonel Anthony 
Hastings, by whom she had two sons, Churchill and Anthony ; 

** Family of Fitz James, Rev. Frederic Brown, Somerset Arch. Soc. XXIV. 
2,32. 

*« Somerset Arch. Soc. XXXI. 2, 46. 

«» Barrett's Bristol 169. 

** Perhaps this may have been the gentleman wliora Lord Chancellor Jefferyd 
compelled to pay for his life £15,000, expending it in the purchase of an 
estate for himself, to which the people gave the appropriate name of 
'Aceldama.' .Macanlays' History of England I. 647. 

« Somerset Wills, 1. 78. 

^ Anns of Churchill. * Sahfe a lion rampant argent, debniised with a hendkt 
gules,' Churchill, impaling, ' Argent a chevron sable, in chiej a label qf 
S points gules,' Prideaux, 
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secondly of Eobert Nettles, of Ballyduff, Waterford, Esq., Patroness 
of the Eectory 1693, she was buried here 1698. A few years after 
this date, the Trustees of Sir John Churchill about 1710, sold the 
manor to the guardians of Thomas Thynne, Esq., afterwards 2nd 
Baron Thynne and Viscount Weyn^outh, father of the 1st and ancestor 
of the 5th Marquess of Bath its present lord.*' 

Of the manor-house, which, as usual, stood close to the Church, 
in this case to the north-east, and had adjoining it a park of 140 acres 
full of great timber, nothing now remains beyond some insignificant 
fragments of its offices, and of an entrance gateway on the west, the 
garden wall on the north-east now enclosing an orchard, and steps in- 
to the pleasure grounds on the north. The house may probably have 
been rebuilt or altered by Sir John Churchill, since his coat of arms, 
impaling Prideaux, ornamented its front.*® The oval windows of the 
adjoining barn and stables, which were probably built by him, are of 
level date, while the farm house across the road, a picturesque build- 
ing, generally thought to have been the residence of the bailiff of the 
Court property, is of earlier construction. It contains an oak 
circular staircase, several large chimneys open to the ground and other 
features of interest. The well in its orchard, from whence a constant 
supply of pure water flows into and through the dairy, has already 
been mentioned. On the wall of a pond in the old park are the initials 
and dates I. B. 1716, W. G. and J. S. 1788. 1. G. On the front of a 
farm house at Farley 1637, and on another W. B. 1732. 

In the back part of the house opposite the south front of the 
Church there are oval windows like those of the barn already men- 
tioned: its north faQade is modern. It may have been once the 
Vicarage, or that may have occupied the smaU walled garden adjoining 
or the site of the residence now known as Combe House. 

^ Burke's Peerage, under *Bath.' Arms of Thynne, 'Quarterly 1 and 4 'Barry 
often, or ard, sable.* Boteville or Thynne, ^ and 3 'Argent a lion ram^ 
jtant tail nowed and erected gules,* 

« Collinson's II. 307. 
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Backwell Hill House is an important mansion, beautifully 
situated on the summit, at its western edge, of the limestone range 
which forms the backbone of the Parish, and though somewhat 
difficult of access, is a charming residence, with exceptionally extensive 
prospect, including a wide tract of coastline, with a foreground of hill 
and plain of varied beauty. A small house erected originally as a 
shooting lodge by J. E. Lucas, Esq, about 1815, was afterwards 
enlarged by the addition of wings, and the surrounding hills orna- 
mented with plantations. At his death in 1 828, the property descended 
to his only daughter Emma, the wife of Reginald Henry Bean, Esq., 
who assumed by Eoyal License the surname of Eodbard, on succeed- 
ing to the estates of a relative, and died in 1848, his widow remaining 
here until 1853-4. Their son John Eodbard Eodbard inherited, and was 
in his turn succeeded by an only son Eeginald, upon whose death it 
passed to his two sisters, who sold it to James Walton, Esq., who after 
making extensive alterations, alienated it to S. W. Greystone, Esq. 
its present proprietor. He too has made further improvements and 
alterations both within and without, building lodges and stables, 
forming a new approach to the house from Brockley Oombe, and 
obtaining water by a windmill. There are no fewer than six waUed 
kitchen gardens, that on the north side called the Harewarren, some 
of the others utilized for poultry, &c. 

In an outlying farm house known as Hyattswood in the fields 
south east of Backwell Hill are some slight reminders of bye gone 
times, a large open chimney in the kitchen, and a painted mantel on 
the first fioor, temp : Queen Anne, representing sacrificial offerings to 
Apollo. 

Backwell House, on tht? Bristol Eoad, and close to the boundary 
of the parish of Flax Bourton, is a pleasant residence, built of stone 
with a central portico, and looking north commands a fine view of the 
Tyntesfield woods and hills, with the intervening valley extending to 
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the sea at Clevedon. The house was built about 1815 by Mr. Keed- 
well, who possessed considerable property here, at Barrow, and 
Max Bourton, and of whose family there are many tombstones in 
BackweU Churchyard. He sold it to the Sparrows of Max Bourton, 
from whom it was purchased in 1861 by John Eobinson, Esq., whose 
eldest son Alfred Eobinson, Esq., is the present owner. 

Farley Combe, the newly erected home of Ernest D. Evans, 
Esq., built from stone quarried on the spot, occupies a fine position on 
the northern slope, and is conspicuous in ascending the hill towards 
Backwell. It stands in fifty acres, and has the appearance of a manor 
house, commanding a wide extent of view to the west and north, the 
grand Tower of Backwell Church in the near foreground. 



The Rectory and Vicarage. 

The condition of matters ecclesiastical in this Parish was until 
quite recently anomalous, if not unique.*^ There were here (1) An 
Impropriator, (2) a Clerical Eector without cure of souls, aud (3) a 
Vicar, with entire responsibility for parochial duties. The first, iit this 
time accidentaUy a clergyman, the Rev. George Lax Farthing, is still 
in possession of a Tithe Bent Charge of £19. IGs. 6d. to which were 
formerly appended 62 acres of glebe, much of which having been sold 
in small parcels at various times, has been permanently alienated from 
the benefice.^ The second, the Bev. Prebendary Burbidge, enjoys as 
Bector, 109 acres of glebe, a Bectory house, and £167. Ts. IJd. 

^ The Parish of Gamlingay, Co. Cambridge, in the patronage of Merton 
College, Oxford, afforded a parallel instance, the abuses of which have 
been removed, while the College retains some portion of the endowment. 

^ The identity and extent of these plots are preserved in the Tithe Award, 
in which they are noted as tithe-free. 
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Bectorial Tithe Rent Charge, commuted 1840, and as Vicar, having 
heen appointed to both offices, an equal amount of Vicarial Tithe, and 
a small glebe of 3} acres. To these was formerly attached, as 
will be seen hereafter, a Vicarage, all trace of which with its very site 
has faded out of memory.*^ The purchase from the family of the 
Impropriator in 1 873 of the Advowson of the Vicarage by the 4th 
Marquess of Bath, already the Patron of the Rectory, enabled him to 
appoint to both offices the present Incumbent, and to terminate by so 
doing the unsatisfactory arrangements which had previously obtained. 
The explanation of these would seem to be this. The dual partition 
of the manor already noticed, in Norman times, carried with it the 
division of its appendant Advowson. To one moiety of this the Le 
Sor family and after them their successors the Rodneys regularly pre- 
sented Clerks, while the emoluments of the other passed at an early 
period (1305) to the Master and brethren of the Hospital of S. John 
Baptist at Redcliff-pit in Bristol, and formed part of the endowment 
of that Monastery, a Vicarage being shortly afterwards (1329) created, 
of which the Hospital became patron, in order that Divine offices 
might be maintained. This arrangement was continued until the 
Dissolution, when the property of the religious house, including the 
patronage of the vicarage, was sold by the Crown to George Owen, 
Esq., with whose representatives it remained, until the purchase of the 
patronage, as above related, by the Marquess of Bath. 

The following is a translation of the grant of the moiety of the 
Rectory, and Advowson of the Vicarage, 36. Henry VIII. 

Grant to The King to all to whom, etc., greeting. Know ye that we, 

Oeoboe Owen, for the consideration of one hundred pounds of good and legal 

Esquire. money of England, paid to our own hands by the hands of our 

beloved George Owen, of London, Esquire, ''^ with which sum we acknowledge 

^ It is not unlikely that the residence across the road and opposite the 
Church on the south, may have been once the vicarage, portions of it 
being ancient, and corresponding with the description given. 

^ George Owen was the King's physician and favourite, Fellow of Merton 
College, Oxford, ob. Oct. 19, 1558. Barrett's Bristol 649. 
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oarselves to be fully satisfied and contented, and the said George his heirs and 
executors to be freed and released by these presents, of our special grace and 
from our clear knowledge and mere motion we have given and granted, and by 
these presents do give and grant to the aforesaid George Owen all that site late 
of the Hospital or house of Saint John Baptist, outside Radcliffe-gate, within our 
city or vill of Bristol, in the County of our city or vill of Bristol, lately dissolved. 

And also all that our manor of Butcome alias Budcome in our County of 

Somerset, and all that our manor of Fryronboroughe 

And also all that our granary"^ Backwell in our said County of Somerset, and all 
and singular the lands, tenements, meadows, pastures, feeding grounds, and other 
our hereditaments of whatever kind adjoining the same granary, and lately 
belonging and pertaining to the same late HospitaL Also all that our mediety 
of the Rectory of Backwell, in the same our County of Somerset, with all its 
rights and appurtenances, lately belonging ' and pertaining to the said late Hospi- 
tal. Also all and singular the messuages, mills, tofts, cottages, houses, buildings, 

lands, tenements 

tenths, glebes, pensions, portions, oblations, obventions, fruits, rights, perform- 
ances, commodities, emoluments, and other our hereditaments of all kinds both 
spiritual and temporal, of whatever kind nature or species, or by whatever names 
they be known, appraised, or acknowledged, situate, lying, existing, coming, 
growing or renewed, in the vills, fields, parishes, or hamlets of Faroboroughe, 
Butcome alias Budcome, and Backwell aforesaid, or in any of them, in our said 
County of Somerset, or anywhere else regarding and pertaining to the said manor 
and rectory or either of them, or as members, parts and parcels of the same 
manor and rectory or either of them, beforetime inhabited, recognized, accepted, 
accustomed, reputed, discharged or placed, existing and aforetime belonging and 
pertaining to our said late Hospital or house. 

And also the patronage, donation, presentation, free disposals and rights 
and services of the rectory of the Church of Butcome alias Budcome aforesaid, 
and the Vicarage of the Parish Church of Backwell aforesaid, formerly belonging 
and pertaining to the said late Hospital or house. 

Also all and singular the other manors, messuages, 

in the vills, fields, parishes or hamlets of Butcome alias Budcome, Backwell, 
^ 'Orretum* in the original, i.e. 'horreum,' a storehouse or granary. 
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and Faronboroughe aforesaid, and in Thrubwell, Backwell, Dundry, Bysaopworthe 
alias Busshporfc, Beadmynster, Knoll, Wrington, Chuton, Nempnet, Eston-in- 
Gorden, Hasill, Westharpetery, Hogrove, and Almysbery alias Amesbury, in 
our Counties of Gloucester and Somerset, or in either of them, or elsewhere 
within the Kingdom of England, heretofore belonging or pertaining to the said 
late Hospital or house, or as parcel of possessions and reversions thence formerly 

existing 

which site, manors, messuages, lands, tenements et cetera, all and singular the 
premises granted by these presents, and lately belonging and pertaining to the 
said late Hospital, are valued at the clear annual value of thirty pounds nine 
shillings and nine pence, with no deduction of a tenth, to be had holden and 
enjoyed all and singular, the aforesaid site, manors, messuages, mills, lands, 
tenements, meadows, pastures, feeding grounds, rectorial tenths, glebes, pensions, 
portions, oblations, obventions, court-leet, view of frank-pledge, customs, here- 
ditaments, and all and singular the other premises before expressed and specified 
with all their appurtenances to the aforesaid George Owen, his heirs and assigns 
for ever ; to be holden of us, our heirs and successors in capite by the service of 
one thirtieth part of a Knight's fee, and paying thence annually to us our heirs 
and successors three pounds and twelve pence of our legal English money, to the 
said our court of augmentations of the revenues of our Crown, at the feast of 
Saint Michael the Archangel every year, to be paid under the name of a tenth 
and tenth part of a grant, for ail dues, services and demands of all kinds thence 

in any way to be due paid or done to us our heirs or successors 

Express mention of which etc." In (testimony) of which the King at Greenvtich 
on the 29th day of April in the 36th year of his reign (appended) his private 
seaL** 

" The Chapel of the Holy Ghost in the Churchyard of S. Mary Redclifi'e 
having belonged to the Hospital, was at the surrender taken into the 
King's hands. It does not seem to have been sold with the rest of 
the monastic property, but to have been converted into a grammar 
school: it was taken down in 1766, the school being continued in the 
Chapel of S. Mary at the east end of the Church. Dr. Owen figures as 
one of the benefactors of the city, giving by deed in 1562, tenements 
of the value of £53 16s. 6d. per annum, to pay thereout £30 6s. 8d. to 20 
poor in Foster's almshouse at 7d each every Friday, £1 to other poor on 
festival days, £12 to preacher yearly, £4 to the master of the grammar 
school, in all £47 6s. 8d. Barrett's Bristol, 696, 614, 649. 

w From Patent Roll 36 Henry VIII., part 27, m (3) 49, in the Record Office 
in London, a copy of which in the original contracted Latin is in the 
possession of the Rev. Preb. Burbidge. 
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From the Somerset Feet of Fines** (Finales Concordise) printed 
by the Somerset Eecord Society, we obtain the following notice of the 
Church of Backwell. 

A.D. 1201-2. In a suit between William Fitz Hugh and Augustine the 

3 John. priest for half a virgate of land (15 acres) and half a ferlingate 

of land in Backwell, whether it was the free alms of the Church or the free and 
lay fee of William, Augustine acknowledged William's right, and received from 
him therefor a ferlingate of the said land and the capital messuage lying near the 
Church of Backwell for his life, rendering therefor a pair of gloves at Easter for 
all services, saving service due to the King, and after the decease of Augustine 
the said land to revert to William and his heirs. This concord was made in the 
presence of John le Sor, chief lord, saving the service due to the said John. 

Here we have the name of the lord of the manor and the name 
of the priest, who being styled * capellanus' in the next document, 
was not the Eector, perhaps not the Vicar, but probably a chantry 
priest. The messuage with its appended land may have occupied the 
site of Combe House, adjoining the Churchyard on the west. The 
arrangement thus made did not however commend itself to the Rector, 
who does not seem to have been consulted in the matter, and was con- 
sequently aggrieved. 

^'A.D. 1202-3. I, John Leveske,** parson of the Church of Bacwell complain 

4 John. that Augustine the Chaplain has made an agreement with 

William his nephew (nepote) without the assent of me the said John, for half a 
virgate and half a ferlongate of land with its belongings in Bacwell, about which 
a chirograph was made between the said John and Augustine, in which it is 
contained that Augustine acknowledges the land aforesaid with its belongings to 
be the right of the Church of the said John of Bacwell, and that the said 
Augustine should hold it all for his life, and restore it to the Chureh aforesaid, 
and that the said John should warrant to Augustine the land against John le Sor. 
Augustine came and acknowledged the fine and chirograph made as John 

** Somerset Record Society VI., 6. 

^ Placitorum Abbreviationes. 

** Or 'Bishop,' the name as latinized in the original being *Episcopus.' 
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affirtned, and said ttiat William his nephew bore a certain assize against him 
respecting the land, and before other judges acknowledged the land to be the right 
of William, because John would not warrant the land to him. Augustine, ques- 
tioned whether he had ever called upon the said John to warrant it, said that he 
had not. It was considered that Augustine and William had deceived the court 
of our lord the King, in the absence of John, and that they and their heirs had 
forfeited the land for ever, and that John and his Church should have seizin and 
peaceful possession thereof. 

A few years later the same Eector and William Fitz Hugh 
occur again. 

A.D. 1218-19 '^Suit between WiUiam Fitz Hugh and John Leeveske parson 

3 Henby III. of the Church of Bacwell for half a virgate of land in Bacwell. 
Assize of mort ancestor was summoned. WiUiam quit-claimed all hi3 right to 
John Leeveske, for which John gave him one marc. 

The Eector being successful in this contention, may possibly 
have laid daim to some interest in the Advowson, for in 

A.D. 1226-7 ^here was a suit between Jordan la Ware and Jordan le Veske 
11. Henby III. (presumably a relative) and Robert le Sor, for the moiety of the 
Advowson of the Church of Bacwell. Assize of last presentation was summoned. 
Jordan la Ware and Jordan le Veske quit-claimed their right, for this Robert 
gave Jordan la Ware six marcs, and Jordan le Veske four marcs. 

So the moiety of the Advowson of the Eectory was assured to 
the Le Sor family, and in 1311,^^ the lady iHmania Le Sor holding it 
in dower, presented a Clerk thereto. 

Its value in 1292 was fifteen marcs.®^ 

In reversion however it soon passed, as will be seen from the 
following, to the family of Eodney. 

* Somerset Record Society VI., 32. 
" do. 62 

® Weaver's Somerset Incumbents, 232. 
® Fope Nicholas Ecclesiastica Taxatio. 
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®A.D. 1305-6 Richard de Rodnye and Lucia his wife sue William de 

34 Edward I. Esthale^ and Ela his wife, inter alia, for a moiety of the manor 
of Backwell, and fifteen Knights' fees, and a fifth part of the moiety of the 
Advowson of the Church and the Chapel of S. Matthew at Bacwell, which 
Ismania who was the wife of John le Soor, held in dower. William and Ela 
granted the tenement and part of the Advowson, which after the death of 
Ismania would revert to Ela and her heirs, to Richard and Lucia and their heirs, 
and they received in return £100 sterling. This concord was made, there being 
present the aforesaid Ismania, who agreed thereto and did fealty to William and 
Ela in the Court. 

Ela was evidently an heiress of the Le Sors the surname of 
her husband remaining concealed in that of his residence. It was to 
this lady that the Eoyal Charter of a Fair and Market was granted in 
1269, in which, perhaps then unmarried, she is styled 'Ela la Sore.' 
We get here the Dedication of one of the Chapels in the Church. 

The second moiety of the Advowson of the Rectory, held for 
the Hospital of S. John the Baptist at RedclifEe-pit in Bristol, with 
ten acres of land, by William de Burne, (by whose benefaction does 
not appear) in 1304,** was in the following year, 34 Edward III. 
formally transferred by him to the Master on payment of 40 marcs, 
and it is added 'this agreement was made by precept of the King.'" 
Here then we have both the date and the record of the transfer, made, 
it is expressly stated, on account of the starving condition of the breth- 
ren. William de Burne who is styled * Clerk,' seems to have acted as 
an agent, being party to a number of suits and transfers in this part 
of the county. CoUinson must be mistaken in attributing the issue 
of the grant to Bishop Ealph de Salopia in 1306,^^ inasmuch as that 
prelate did not commence his episcopate until 1329; in which 

® Somerset Record Society, VI., 341. 

" Probably the ancient mansion now called * East end,' just beyond the 
boundary of the Parish towards Nailsea. 

^ Kalend ; Inquisit ; post mortem. 

^ Somerset Fines. Somerset Record Society, VI. 340, 

^ Collinson's Somerset, II., 307. 
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year however, the first Vicar was appointed on the nomination of 
the Hospital. The grant by whomsoever made, was confirmed by 
Bishop Walter in 1306.<« 



The Rectors. 

list of Rectors, from *The Rev. F. W. Weaver's Somerset 
Incumbents,' and other sources. 

Date 
of Insti- 
tntion. Incumbent. How vacated. Patron. 

A.D. 

1202 Joh. Leeveske (or Bis- 
hop) persona^^ 

1297 WUielaiUQ {peraonay'' 

1306 Thomas atte Wynch or 
Wynel de Bristol 
(Rector) 

Guido de Shemedon^^ 
1311 WiU. de Pykeleslegh^* per mort Q. de S. | g^'J,^ ^®°'*'^'' ^^ ^ 

1317 Rog. de Pykeleslegh 

<» Wells Gathedna MSS. Hist. MSS. Com. p. 75. 

^ Somerset Fines. Somerset Record Society VI. Wells Cathedral MSS. 
Hist. MSS. Comm. Report, 75. 

^ It will be noticed that the Ecclesiastics at this date are styled ^peraoncBy* 
parsons, neither Rectors nor Vicars. 

71 In Bishop Drokensford's Register, 'Shendon,' these two appointments 
apparently in the same year indicate the division of the manor and 
its patronage between two co-heiresses. 

" One of three favored brothers, Rectors while boys of Backwell, Hutton 
and Weston-super-Mare, all upon institution having episcopal leave of 
absence ostensibly for study and renewed from year to year. It is 
possible they mav not all have proceeded to full orders, after obtaining 
maintenance and education at the expense of their parishes. Adam, 
Rector of Hutton was Acolyte in 1313, and Deacon in the following year. 
I^othing is recorded of the orders of his brothers, but as William Kector 
of Backwell 1311, was succeeded here in 1317 by his brother Roger, of 
Weston, it is possible that the former never qualified himself for clerical 
duties. In 1311 all three had 'licencia studendi,' in 1314 'in trans- 
marinis vel in cismarinis partibus.' Bishop Drokensford's Register. 
Som. Rec. Soo.. 1., 18, 46, 47, 54, 78. 
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Date 
ofllnsti- 
tution. Incumbent. 

A.D. 


3i 

How Vacated. 


Patron. 


1375 Edmund Saint Lo''^ 






1430 Will. Frome (decreto 
rum doctor) 


- 


Walt. Hungerford 
Dom de Haytesbury 
et de Hornet. 


Eob Forby 




It 


1432 Eob. Bothe'* 


per milt c. R. F. 




1438 Tho. Fizoun 


per mort R. B. 


Walt. Rodeney Arm 


1451 Rog. Whynger 


per mort T. F. 


Walt. Rodeney Mil. 


1454 Will. Brytte 


per mort R. W. 


99 


1457 Job. Erie" 


per mut c, W. B. 


>» 


1484 Tho. Cornysh, A.M.'« 


per mort J. E. 


Ric. Crofts, Arm^^ 



1485 Frater Job. Newland" 
1488 Will. Corbet 
1503 Job. Marler 
1510 Ric. York'8 



8.T.B per res. T.C „ 

per res. J. N. Job Rodeney, Arm 

per mort W. C 

per res. J. M. Job. Rodeney, Mil. 



'2 Not in AJr. Weaver's list, but inserted on the authority of Mr. Alfred S. 
Ellis in his paper on the Manorial History of Clifton. Gloucester Arch. 
Journ. 111., 219. Edmund was the eldest son and heir of Sir John 
Saint-Lo of Clifton Newton and Publow, and obtained in 1382 a charter 
of free warren in those manors. 

'^ Formerly Rector of Holy Trinity, Guildford. 

"^^ Formerly Vicar of Mertok. 

'8 Thomas Cornysh, who held this Rectory for a single year or less, could 
have had little connection with the parish, being engaged in the more 
important duties of 8u£fragau Bishop of Wells and of Exeter, holding 
the former office 1486 to 1513, the latter 1487 to 1505. Under four con- 
secutive prelates at Wells, holders of high office in the State and ordin- 
arily non-resident, he acted as deputy having the title of Bishop of Tenos, 
an island belonging to the Republic of Venice, to give him dignity, and 
an accumulation of benefices, to furnish him with an income. At various 
times he held the Vicarages of Chew Magna, St. Cuthbertfi Wells, and 
Wedmore, the Rectories of Axbridge and Claverham, the Prebends of 
Cudworth and Compton-Dando, the Mastership of S. John's Hospital, 
and the Chancellorship of Wells. He seems hardly to have needed the 
Rectory of Back well ! As Suflfragan of Exeter he had the Wardenry of 
Ottery-S.-Mary and the benefices of Ipplepen and Halberton. Dying at 
Wells, he lies buried in the Cathedral near the entrance to the Chapter 
House, under a handsome canopied tomb erected by himself thirteen 
years before his death, now despoiled of its brasses, but in fair preser- 
vation. The above particulars are from the pen of the Rev. F. W. 
Weaver, one of the Secretaries of the Parent Society. Som. and Dorset 
Notes and Queries, IV., 278. Jewer's Heraldry of WeUs Cathedral 160. 
Som. Arch, and Nat. Hist. Soc, XL., 2. 24. 

^ Abbot of S. Augustine's, Bristol. 

^8 Chantry IMest at Yattou. Som. Rec. Soc, 1V„ 130. 
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Date 
oflnBti. 
tation. Xncumbent 

A.D. 

1530 Wm. Mydwynter 


SB 
HowVaeated 

per res. E. Y. 


Bitron. 

Tho. Mydwynter et 
Joh. Avery jun, de 
Yatton 


Bad. Shemel 






1674 Joh. Shortred 


per priv. R. 8. 


Manr. Eodney, Arm. 


1587 Tho. Jenkins^' 


per mort J. S. 


( Maur, Rodney de 



1626 Josephus Grossman per mort T. J. 

1671 Joseph Barney, A.M.«^ 

1676 ElissBUS Bush per mort 

1698 HugoWaterman,A.M .« per mort E. B. 

1746 Joh. Markham 

1786 Will, de Best per mort J. M. 

1796 Josiah Thomas 

1820 H. E. Bridgeman^* 

1828 Lord John Thynne®" 



J Will. Grossman a. c. 
( per Ric. Davies 

Joh. Ghurchill, Mil. 

Elis Grossman, Vidua 

( Will. Walter, a.e per 
( Garolettam Hastings®' 



1873 Edward Burhidge^ 



T J T rn i John Alexander, 4th 
per res. Lord J. T. j Marquess of Bath 



The commodious Rectory, erected in 1874-5 by the present 

Rector, 120-ft. to the north of the older one then removed, of which 

some small relics remain in the stable and offices, is a picturesque 

residence, commanding an extensive view. 

^ Ob. 1626. See tablet outside the the porch at Backwell, and his monu- 
ment at Nailsea, probably erected by himself. Will 1626. Som. Wills 
II., 65. Bequests to poor of Back well, Naylsea, and Barrow Gurney 
and to Humfrey Jenkins, Vicar of Back well. 

" Signs Churchwardens' Accounts, 1673-5, as 'Rector and Vicar.' 

^ As Guardian of John, sou of Thomas Rodney deceased. 

" Donor of silver cup and paten for H. C, 1718. 

" Daughter of Sir John Churchill, relict of Col. Antony Hastings, buried 
here 1698 as Mrs. Caroletta Nettles. 

^ His name occurs in a list of subscriptions for a new bell, 1820. 

* Third son of Thomas, K.G. second Marquess of Bath, D.D. of S. John's 
College, Cambridge, Rector of Street-cum- Walton, Subdean of Lincoln, 
Canon of Westminster 1831. Sub-dean of do. 1835. Ob. 1881, (et 82. 

« Em. CoUege Can-bridge, M.A. 1865. Prebendary of Wells 1887, donor 
of handsome servioe of plate for the Holy Communion 1873. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



34 

The Vicarage. 

Passing on to the Yicarage, the emoluments of which are ex- 
clusively derived from the tything of Backwell-Bayouse, we have the 
following curious and minute account of them ; their present holder 
being happily for himself absolved from so cumbrous and trouble- 
some a mode of collection. 

''A.D. CIRCA 1614. A true and perfect Terrier of all the glebe lands, howsinge 
Backwell Vicabia and description of tythes belonging to the Vicaridge of 
Backwell Baise within the dioceses of Bath and Wells, and also the manner of 
payment of tythes accordinge to the custome of Backwell Baise aforesaid, taken 
upon oathe by Commission out of Chancery of divers ancient men which once 
lived in Backwell Baise and Backwell Sore.^ 

Imprimis, the Vicaridge howse one hall and a parlonr and a little butterye 
an entry and a chamber belonginge, a kitchinge on the west side and three 
chambers overhead, with a study adjoininge to the same, and one orchard on the 
south side of the howse and a little garden on the north side, and also one bame 
and a little splat of grounde walled rounde with two oxen shoote in a shoote 
grounde called Otefield belonginge to the Vicaridge of Backwell Baise. 

Item, for the o£feringes of every communlcante in the tythinge of Back- 
well Baise two pence a peece payable at Ester followinge att the end of every 
yeare. 

Item for cow . . . every parishioner of Backwell Baise aforesayde is 
due to pay a penny for every cowe or heyfor that gives milk to the Vicar att 
Ester att the end of every yeare in lieu of all tythes. 

Item for the oaulfes faUen inBackwell Baise every tenth for want of tenn, the 
nynth and for want of nyne, the eighth and for want of eight, the seaventh due 
and payable to the Vicar aforesayde, and the owner is to keep the tythinge caulf es 
untill they come to the age of seaven weeks ould, and the Vicar is to allow the 
breeder three haulfe pence for the three odd caulfes to make upp the tenth, and 
if any caulfes fall within Backwell Baise under the number of seaven, then the 
owner is to pay to the Vicar one haulfe penny a peece for the fall of every caulfs 

^ Extracted from the Registry of the Diocebe of Bath and Wells. 
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att Ester foUowinge (but if the owner selleth any under the number of seaven, 
then the tenth penny is due to the Vicar payable at Ester foUowinge) but if the 
owner killeth any under the number of seaven then the Vicar is to have the left 
shoulder to tythe. 

Item for lambes which are fallen in Backwell Baise are due to the Vicar 
the tenth, nynth, eighth, or seaventh, the breeder is to choise two and the Vicar 
is to choise the thirde lambe, and after the thirde the breeder to choise nyne 
more, and the Vicar to take the tenth if there be seventeene, and the Vicar is to 
pay the breeder a haulfe penny a peece for the odd lambes above seaven to tenn, 
and if any fall under seaven, then the breeder is to pay to the Vicar a haulf- 
penny a peece for the fall, and the tythe lambe or lambes are to bee taken upp 
att St. Marke's day foUowinge. 

Item for the fall of every coulte within the tythinge of BackweU Baise 
one penny a coulte to the Vicar for tythe payable att Ester foUowinge. 

Item for pigges fallen within BackweU Baise every tenth, nynth, eighth, or 
seaventh, the owner to choise two, the Vicar to choise the third to tythe, and 
the Vicar is to pay the breeder a farthinge a pigge, for the odd pigges under tenn 
and above seaven to tenn, and the tythe pigge to bee taken away from the breeder 
att the age of three weekes ould (but if there be any fallen within Backwell Baise 
aforesayde under seaven then the owner has to pay the Vicar a farthinge a pigge 
at Ester foUowinge). 

Item for our wole which is faUen withm BackweU Baise when it is shome 
and orderly broken and made upp into fleece, then the tenth pounde of the fleece 
so made upp is due to the Vicar, and no otherwise. 

Item for the gardens of every householder in BackweU Baise a penny in 
lieu of the tythes payable to the Vicar att Ester att the end of every yeare. 

Item for our orchards in BackweU Baise for appells peers and plumbes 
when they are gathered, tythe in kinde to the Vicar. 

Item for eges in Backwell Baise payable on Good Fryday to tythe if they 
be demanded, every housekeeper is to pay three eges for the cock, and two eges 
a peece for every henn to the Vicar. 

Item for aU our lande meadow in Backwell Baise (below hiU) which is 
ancient lande meade and hath not been plowed in the memory of man, is due to 
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the Vicar two pence an acre, and a penny an acre for every acre of moore meadow 
in Backwell Baise to the Vicar in lieu of all tythe of the parishioners aforesayde, 
payable at Ester followinge, except some tenements in one hamlet called Down- 
side, lying in Backwell Baise aforesayde, which are to pay to the Vicar to tythe 
for all their meade of every tenement, a certayne sum of money, some more or 
less, according to their ancient coustome, payable att Ester followinge at the end 
of every yeare. 

Item there is due to the Vicar to tythe from Gaynge Lane and Moore 
Lane westward, all the tythe come in Backwell Baise and from Gaynge Lane 
and Moore Lane eastward, all the come in Backwell Baise is due to the impro- 
priator, and when any of - these groundes which are by east Gaynge Lane and 
Moore Lane are lett lye from tyllage, then all the tythe arisioge out of those 
groundes belongeth to the Vicar. 

Per me * 

JoME HuMFBiDUS Jenkins, Vicarius ibidd. 
RiCHD. Arthur, Churchwarden. 
Thos. Pbrrin, Sideman. 
John Webb. John Reade. 

Richard Voakes. Robert Tovby. 

Edmund Parsons. John. 
Edwarde Bullocke. James Cole. 

John Hillset. 
RooER X WiLMOT. Robt. Psons. John X PSONS. 
This agrees with the original — Edward Parfitt, Depty. Regr." 

In 1762 the Vicarage was augmented by a grant of £200 from 
Queen Anne's Bounty, and in 1787 by another grant of the same 
amount, the interest, amounting to about £12 per annum, being 
regularly received. 



The Vicars. 

List of Vicars, from *The Eev. F. W. Weaver's Somerset 
Incumbents,' and other sources* 
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Date 

oflnsti- 

tation. 

A.D. 



^cnnibeiit* 



1329 Milo de Monjton 
Bobertus 

1353 Thorn. Pestor 



1433 Joh. Batyn 

1467 Nich. Waldgrave 

1468 Tho. Kyppoke 
1475 Joh. David 
1477 Will. Agio 
1482 Joh. Wode 
1486 Walt. Gefrey 
1499 Joh. Pastey* 
1504 Joh. Chapman 
1510 Tho. Stuer 

Tho. Guy 

1526 Eob. Derant*» 

Steph. Delarewe 
1569 David Winscome 
1585 Will. Pole 
1600 Joh. Parkinson 

1613 Will. Tegg 

1614 Humf. Jenkins 
1660 Eob. Pain"« 
1663 Eob. Pain»« 



How Vaeated. 



per res. Eob. 



per mort J. B. 
per res. N. W. 
per res. T. K. 
per res. J. D. 
per res. W. A. 
per res. J. W. 
per res. W. G. 
per depr. J. P. 
per res. J. C. 



per res. T. G. 



Patroih 

( Hosp, S. John, 
( Bristol 

! Prior Hospitalis S. 
Johannis, Bristol 

( Magister Hosp. S. 
( Jolm, Bristol 



IEic. Bromfield Mag- 
ister Hospittdis S. Jo- 
hannis Bapt. Bristol^ 
et oonlratres 



per mort S. D. Maur. Eodney Arm. 

per mort ult vie ex coll Episcopi 

per mort ult vio Joh.NursedeButcombe 

iJac.Eex ratione min- 
oris SBtatis Antonii 
Norman 



per mort J. P. 
per res. W. T. 

per cess. E. P. 



(Arthur Norman de 
Bedminster, gen. 



" There was a husbandman of Flax Bourton of this name mentioned in 
Parish deeds 1498-1502. 

• In Valor Ecolesiast. Wm. Dyrant 1540. 

■* It is conjectured that these two entries refer to the same Vicar, whose 
appointment at the earlier of the dates given, may have been informal. 
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l)ate 
of Iiisti- 
tntioii. 
A.D. 



Inoumbent. 

1673 Joseph Samey" 
1681 Eob. Paul, A.B. 
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How Vacated. 

per mort E. P. 



1718 Theoph. Powel, A.M.'^per mort E. P. 

1733 Francis Franklyn 

1736 John Markham»» 

1786 WmiamEobertWake«* 

1832 ZachariasH.Biddulph»» 

1843 John Langworthy®* 

1882 Edward Burbidge'^ per mort J. L. 



Patnm. 



Eob. Whiting, gen. 

{Anna, vidua Eob. 
Whiting, gen. 

ex coll. Episcopi 



Mrs. Uniacke 

(John Alexander, 4th 
Marquess of Bath 



The Registers. 



The Eegisters commence in 1693. The uneicplained absence of 
earlier ones is greatly to be regretted. 

The fLrst book, which is of veUum, contains, with some mem- 
oranda from 1674 to 1693, Baptisms from that year to 1812, Mar- 
riages from 1695 to 1724, Burials from 1693 to 1812, and on its last 
page a list of Eectors and Vicars, 1688 to 1796. The second book, 
Publication of Banns 1754 to 1811, and Marriages from 1754 to 1811. 
The third book, Baptisms (under Act 15, George III., Cap. 146) from 
1813 to 1838. The fourth book, Marriages from 1813 to 1842, the 
last four years repeated in a later Eegister. The fifth book, Burials 

» * Rector etiam.' 

^ 'T. Powel vitam exult 1731, et vacavit dehinc vicaria.' 

w « Rector etiam.' obiit 1786. Sequestrator of the Vicarage 1738. Vicar 

1739. Rector 1746. 
»* Had licence of non-residence from 1791 to 1828. 
w Was Curate in 1828. 

» Magdalen Hall, Oxford, M.A« 1846., ob« 1882. 
w Rector 1873. 
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from 1813 to 1853. The sixth, seventh, and eighth books now in use^ 
Baptisms, and Marriages from 1838, and Burials from 1853. 

1548. There was an obit of 6d. payable annually from the 
lands and tenements of one Trystram,'^ 



The Communion Plate. 

The Communion Plate consists of — 

1 . A large and deep Silver Cup, with slightly flanged lip, and capable 

of holding a bottle or more of wine, with the inscription '* Back- 
weU in Agro Somerset: in usum SacrsB EucharistisB An Dom 
1718." 

2. A large Silver footed Paten, with the following on its underside 

'* Backwell in Agro Somerset ex done Hug : Waterman Beet : in 
usum Sacrae Eucharisti», An Dom 1718. 

These were both probably gifts of the Bev. Hugh Waterman, 
Bector, although the latter only bears his name. 

3. A Silver Salver, used as a Paten : upon its underside "Eucharistiee 
pietas Joannis and Anne Clarke in hac paraecia consenescentlum 
munifica sacravit 1789." 

4. A complete set of modern Eucharistic Vessels of medieval charac- 

ter, by Hart & Son of London, consisting of — 

a, A Silver Chalice, the knob perforated, the base engraved, the bowl 
gilt inside. 

h, A Silver Paten of corresponding character, bearing around the 
bowl ** ^U»^tA IHt tht mmt 0t Pies |ft»i^jSltjJ {$X tVtXf'* and on the 

xmderside *^^A §ti gloyiam tt in nmta mlt^xnt At §nthmll 4*tf. 
(SAwavAi §uvbiAge ili^iCtotij^ mnttx ^.^J§. 2^,§. )873/' 

* Survey of Somerset Chantries 2. Edward VI. Somerset Record Soc. II. , 
87, 268. 
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e. A Silver Cruet, with engraved band round its bowl and a hinged 
Hd. 

The whole enclosed in an Oak box. 



The Churchwardens' Books. 

From the Churchwardens' Books. 

1676. Sir John Churchill and Sir Edward Acton sign the book. 

1705. Casting lead on Church roof 25s. 

1716. Setting up Finnades £6. 

1759. Recasting 2 Bells £47 18s. Od. 

1774. Rebuilding the Pinnacle, repairing Tower Steps £9 4s. 6d. 

1777.** Paid for a new Bassoon £5 5s. Od. 

1779." Paid for an Umbrilla £1 lis. 6d. 

1782. Soap to wash the Marble Altar-piece 2Jd. 

1787. For ale when the Sconce was hung Is. 6d.*** 

Painting the Rod to hang the Sconce, beyond what was allowed 
by Mr. Markham's Will 7s. 

1 788. Paid Clerk for shutting the doors and keeping the dogs out 10s. 
1792. For hauling old lead to Wrington and new lead from 

Wrington £1 12s. 6d. 
Paid £30 Os. Od. apparently for Roof. 
1811. Paid Jones the mason £40 Os. Od. for new Spirelet on Tower, 

injured by lightning. 
1819 Paid for levelling the Church Yard and relaying the txirf 

£2 4s. Od. 
1820. New Third Bell, cost about £100, raised by Church rate, new 

Tenor Bell, cost £51 9s. Od., raised chiefly by subscription. 

^ There are entries in 1777 and for several years of 11/8, for bread and wine 
for the Holy Communion, then administered 4 times a year, of 16/3 in 
1779, five times. 

w* This refers to the large chandelier now hanging in the nave. 
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1823. t'aid for varnishing the Altar £2 2s. Od. 

1840. Interior of Ohancel repaired at £3 Os. Od. ; cost paid in equal 
moieties by Eector and Impropriator. 

1841. Paid Mr. 8immons for examination of Church deeds, and ad- 

vising as to letting the lands, for maintaining and repairing 
the Church £1 10s. 2d. 
1844. Paid for new pews £30. 

For mapping the Parish £170. Mr. T. Davis paid £30 for use 
of map. 



Benefactions. 

In the Bector's possession is a curious collection of eighteen 
small deeds, ranging from 1349 to 1856, relating to an acre and a half 
of arable land, with one 'styche' or swarth of pasture, at Heryngstjle 
in the north field of West Bacwell. The rent, originally twelve silver 
pennies, was, and is carried to the Church repair account. Upon one 
of the deeds, 1561, is an endorsement to the e£Eect that the transaction 
took place while the parties to it were on their way to Naylsea Church, 
an instance of ^livery of seizin,' in which the handing over before 
witnesses of a turf or actual portion of the ground constituted its legal 
conveyance, of which the subsequent deed was the record. 

1577. Edmund Tynte, the elder, of Backwell, yeoman, left by Will a 
cottage and small plot of land called 'Lady Haye/ at West- 
town, with one yard of arable in the upper field of West 
Backwell, and one swarth of meadow, called ' Our Ladye's 
Swarth' in Backwell Moor, to the Churchwardens, for repair* 
ing the Church. 

1783. Charles Willcox, yeoman, of West Town, Backwell, left by 
Will £50, one half the interest for the education of poor 
children of West Town, the other for bread to be given to 
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the second poor of West Town, on February 2n(l and Dec^ 
ember 25th. In 1809 a piece of land on Backwell Common 
was purchased with this bequest, and is held by the Church- 
wardens and Overseers. 

Mrs. James Alder left by Will £500 to the Minister and 
Churchwardens, to be invested in the Funds, and the interest 
to be given at their discretion at Christmas to sick, infirm 
and aged poor of the Parish. 

1857. Leonard Whitchurch of Clifton, left by Will £1000 to Trustees, 
the interest to ten poor parishioners not receiving parish 
relief, on June 22nd annually, the old and disabled to be 
preferred. 



S. Katherines, Felton. 

By order of Council, dated 16th January, 1873, a part of the 
outlying population of Backwell was severed, and with similar and 
adjoining portions of the population of Wrington and Winford, was 
assigned to the Chapelry of 8. Katherine and the noble army of 
Martyrs, situate at Felton. This Chapel was built by the Eev. W. 
Hardman, L.L.D., as a memorial to his mother ; and is now attached 
to a Vicarage under the name of 8. Katherine's, Felton. A school 
had been previously opened at Lulsgate Bottom to serve the population 
on the outskirts of the three before-named Parishes ; and this was 
rebuilt on an enlarged plan in 1 898. The Vicarage house was added 
in 1875, and a small endowment was provided by the efforts of Dr. 
Hardman. In 1891 the census showed that there were 123 persons, 
belonging to the Civil Parish of Backwell, within the limits of this 
Chapelry. 
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Backwell National School. 

Early in 1861 the old room at Farley which had been used aa a 
National School, was condemned as unfit for the purpose, and the 
Vicar, the Eev. J. Langworthy obtained from the Eector, the Eev. 
Lord John Thynne, the gift of a site for the new school. The Mar- 
quess of Bath contributed largely towards the building, as well as the 
Sector, and numerous friends and neighbours assisted. The Educa- 
tion Depetrtment of those days resented the idea of building for more 
than 100 scholars, as an unnecessary and therefore inexcusable extra- 
vagance, but imder the guidance of the able Architect, Mr. Lysaght, 
the present handsome School and Master's Eesidence were completed 
and opened in 1862. The buildings were enlarged in 1873 ; and in 
1892 a new Infants' room was added. Accommodation is now pro- 
vided for 198 scholars, 



The Parish Church. 

The Parish Ohurch, dedicated in honor of S. Andrew, and 
beautifully situated beneath the wooded limestone range which over- 
shadows it on the south, is chiefly remarkable for its tall and stately 
tower, which is the most striking feature in the wide and fertile valley 
which it guards and consecrates. It was formerly surrounded by 
mighty elms, but the fall of one of them in 1869, injuring the ancient 
yew tree near the north-east end of the Ohurch and giving hint of 
future untoward possibilities, necessitated their removal. An examin- 
ation of the exterior discloses several features of interest. In general 
character a somewhat plain 15 th century or Perpendicular building, it 
bears evidence of earlier date in its Early English priest's doorway, in 
the string-course of the same period carried over a subsequently 
inserted window, in the plinth continued along the walls of both 



Digitized by 



Google 



44 

aisles, and in the relieving arches of blocked lancets visible from 
within and without. It is dear therefore that the first-pointed Church 
stood upon the same lines as the present one, the Chapels on either 
side of the Chancel, the Bood staircase, and massive porch, with their 
embattled parapets on the south, and the Bodnej Chapel upon the 
north being later additions. So also are the elegant sanct-bell cot 
upon the eastern gable of the nave, and the perhaps unique little dor- 
mer window which lighted the rood-loft from above. 

To the Tower,^ whether viewed from below or seen from a 
distance, I am bold to apply the epithet magnificent, for its general 
effect is undeniably grand and impressive. It is of four stages, 
divided by string-courses which encircle its walls and buttresses. 
These last are double, placed a little away from the angles, and have 
pairs of attached pinnacles at the stage beneath the belfry windows, 
which, filled in with perforated stone work (quatre-f oiled circles) in 
lieu of louvre boards, are large double lights surmounted by broad 
heavily moulded ogee arches, ^^^ rising into and above the trefoil-pierced 
parapet of the summit. A gurgoyle projects between the two lights 
on the north, and on the south an angel holds a shield bearing the 
cross of S. Andrew. The angles of the tower support substantial 
clustered pinnacles, that at the north-east comer rising higher than 
the others, and surmounting with crocketed spirelet the semi-octagonal 
staircase-turret which rises from a square base at that point. The 
pinnacle at the south-west angle, wholly different from its fellows and 
of somewhat debased architectural character, is square in plan, its 
apex resting upon rather slight buttresses; it carries a vane attached 
to a pendulum which swings within, to diminish the stress of the 
wind upon it. The two stages beneath the belfry are relieved by 

100 Engraved as a frontispiece in Barr's 'Anglican Church Architecture.' 

101 These arches, incurring the hostile criticism of Professor Freeman, induced 

him to speak disparagingly of this tower, as compared with those of 
Wrington and S. Cuthbert's, Wells, and to deny it a place in the first 
class of Somerset Towers. Somerset Archaologieal Society's Proceedings 
IL, 58 and III., 2, 6. 
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stone paneUing in the form of narrow two-light windows with hood 
mouldings on all the faces of the tower, except that on the east, where 
a bracketed and canopied niche, at present unoccupied, held, and 
awaits a statue of the Patron Saint. 

At about mid-height, at the base of the blocked tracery of the 
windows on that stage are curious, pierced quatre-foils perhaps unique 
in this position, giving the appearance of tracery below as well as 
above, and a£Eording the requisite modicum of light. In the base is 
a good moulded western doorway, and a handsome five-light window 
with good tracery, but without any terminations to its hood, those of 
the doorway remaining ' in block. ' The masonry throughout is of the 
best and most substantial kind. Half way up the west face is an 
easily read but not so readily interpreted inscription, in raised black 
letter with Lombardic capitals,*"* 



.y^f^rpraxc^j 



^ 



of which the Eector repudiates any explanation. It is clear however 
that the two first words are ^^t^U f^lftA,^ and it is not improbable that 
the letters |f.(jl!. which follow may be the initials of John Ohaworth, 
whose wife Lady Elizabeth (ob. 1537) founded the Rodney Chantry in 
this Church, while the remaining vi with a mark of contraction or 
omission may be the concluding figures of MDXXXVl., giving the 
date of the upper part of the tower, and a hint as to the source whence 
the cost of it was defrayed. 

The history of the remarkable wave of tower building which 
swept over Somerset in the middle of the 15th century has yet to 
be written, nor has there been any satisfactory solution of the 
phenomenon. It is certain that parish after parish contrived to 
append to ordinary churches of inferior construction towers of wholly 
^^ Somerset Notes and Queries, I„ 197, 264, 
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different and much more costly character and workmanship, of which 
we have here a striking example. The plausible theory*^ that the 
monks of the great monasteries, prescient of approaching spoliation, 
spent thus their accumulated revenues, is flatly contradicted by contem- 
porary parish records, from which it appears that while there was 
great liberality on the part of parishioners, there was none on the part 
of the religious houses, which alienating their tithes and glebes, did 
little or nothing for them in retum.^^ It is more probable that tlie 
knights and esquires, living in peace after the cessation of the wars of 
the roses, turned their attention to religion, and expended their sub- 
stance upon the Houses of God. 

Upon a framed stone panel against the outside wall of the 
porch, upon the west, is the following ; — 

•PAEOE MIHI DOMINE 1618 
THIS SHALL BE MY REST FOR 
EVER HERE WILL I DWELL FOR I 
HAVE A DELIGHT THEREIN Psa. 132. v. I5th. 
HERE LIETH THE BODY OF 
THOMAS JENKINS PARSON OF THIS 
PARISH, WHO LIVING WAS WORTHILIE 
BELOVED OF ALL MEN AND NOW 
BEING DEAD IS EARTILY DEPLORED 
OF ALL ESPEOIALLIE HIS POORE 
KINDRED. HE DIED the 15 of Octob. 1626.' 

The ground plan of the Church comprises Chancel, with two 
small Chapels now used as vestries on the north, north and south 
Chantries, Nave, north and south Aisles, south Porch, and western 
Tower, the whole admirably and thoroughly restored in 1873, by 
G. E. Street, Esqre., R.A., at the cost of £4500, to which the Marquess 



^<* Perpendicular Towers of^ Somerset by the Rev. F. Warre. Somerset 
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of Bath, Patron, the Eevd. Lord John Thynne, Eector, and William 
Gibbs, of Tyntesfield, Esqre. were munificent contributors. The 
alteration included new roofs to the Ohancel and Nave, new floors and 
seats throughout, and the re-building of the north wall. The Chancel 
inclined somewhat to the south, has an ascent of two steps from the 
Nave, and there are four more to the sacrarium, giving a handsome 
elevation to the altar. Its newly constructed roof is of oak, coved 
and panelled. It is floored with modem tiles interspersed with blocks 
of white marble, which belonged to an older floor cotemporary with a 
small Jacobean altar table now in the Clergy vestry. The east win- 
dow of three lights with new perpendicular tracery is filled with stained 
glass by Clayton & Bell of London, representing * The Ascension,' the 
Saviour in a large vesica supported by Angels, the Apostles kneeling 
and standing below. Underneath is the inscription, " In memory of 
the Eev. Andrew Alfred Paubeny, who died June 24th, 1 852, his wife 
Frances Elizabeth, who died October 2 1st, 1878, their son Andrew 
Eichard who died March 28th, 1875, and daughter Frances Mary who 
died August 10th, 1869. This window was erected A.D 1881.*' 
Below the window is a well carved Eeredos of Caen stone, *°' by Earp 
of Lambeth. Within a sunken panel with carved borders and crest- 
ing (replacing an older one, of which traces remained in the east wall) 
is the Crucifixion in alto relievo, with S. S. Mary and John ; on either 
side kneeling and standing figures, male and female, apparently repre- 
senting different periods in the progress of the Event. The prominent 
position and bold treatment of the subject render it very effective. 
Large mutilated shallow niches in the eastern wall for figures, and a 
very small elongated one in the south-east angle, perhaps for a lamp, 
are interesting relics of the past. In the south wall is an arcade of 
three good Sedilia of Early English date, their moulded arches sup- 

^^ This has superseded a cumhrous altar piece with figures of Moses and 
Aaron and the Tahles of the Law, purchased in 1771 from the 
demolished Church of S. Leonard, in Bristol, for £25, and at that time 
greatly admired. 
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ported by columns, a large Piscina of similar character with 
quatref oiled basin adjoining them on the east. In the three-light 
perpendicular window above is 'The Resurrection,' three Eoman 
soldiers crouching in fear beneath the erect figure of the Cross-bearing 
Saviour, while attendant Angels carry the legend, 'The third day He 
rose again from the dead.' Upon a brass plate, * To the Glory of 
God, and in memory of Lionel Oliver Bigg, died 30th August, 1870, 
Eliza Bigg, died 23rd March, 1879, and Elizabeth Anne Palairet, died 
13th May, 1879. Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord.' The 
glass is by Gibbs of London. Westward is an Early English priesf s 
door. The Chancel is fitted with appropriate oaken choir seats. A 
small door in the north-east comer gives access to a curious little 
chamber now lighted by a small modem two-light transomed window 
on the east, once, it is supposed, the cell of an anchorite or 'religious,' 
now forming a convenient clergy vestry, curtailed in dimensions, as is 
evident from an external examination of its roof and masonry, by the 
later inclusion of a portion of its area in the adjoining Bodney Chapel, 
but retaining high up in its north wall the tiny light of its quondam 
upper chamber, and a pierced quatre-foil opening to the Church. 
Westward of this is a clumsy mass of masonry with some rude and 
early carving of Norman character upon it, and a two-light trefoiled 
perforation, perhaps once a hagioscope, removed from elsewhere. 

Upon a narrow altar-tomb, now in front of the remarkable 
stone screen and archway hereafter described, lies recumbent the full 
length effigy of Sir Walter Rodney, Kt., who died in 1466, and is 
easily identified as the husband of Margaret, daughter of Walter 
Lord Hungerford, by the numerous armorial shields of her family 
which ornament the front of the tomb. This has on its southern face 
an arcade of five crocheted and pinnacled compartments containing 
three-quarter length angels holding shields, and there is a similar one 
at the west end, the eastern having a plain panel. Beneath the pro* 
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jeoting slab which supports the figure is a table of four-leaved flowew, 
and there are buttresses at its comers. The whole is boldly carved, 
but a certain rudeness of workmanship indicates insufficient skill or 
knowledge, the fingers of the angels being disproportionately long, 
and errors occurring in the heraldry of the shields. The knight is 
bare-headed, and has his thick hair brushed back, his head resting 
upon his mantelled helmet, upon which on a wreath is his crest, * a 
griffin sejant,'*** its wings broken off, he wears a very plain suit of 
plate armour, no vestige of mail being visible, but his shirt appearing 
at his neck. Small oblong epaulieres fastened with leather thongs, 
jointed overlapping shoulder, elbow, and knee pieces, the latter 
pointed in front, a cross-handled sheathed sword dependent from the 
waist at his left side by a buckled strap ornamented with roses, and 
a short dagger at his right, the latter broken off, complete his attire, 
save that he wears a collar of alternate roses and estoiles. His neck 
hands and wrists are bare ; the feet are gone, they rested upon a 
couchant now headless lion or dog. The armorial shields do not, 
except in a single instance, present any difficulty. The central one is 
Rodney, (or) 3 eagles displayed 2 and 1 (gules)*^^ 

on the dexter side are 

1 . Heytesbury,** *Per pale dancette (gules and vert) a chevron or.» 

*^ This crest in lieu of the eagle displayed of the Rodneys, may have been 
adopted from Bottreux, one of the Hungerford heiresses, who married 
Robert Lord Hungerford (ob. 1459) and bore for arms, * Argent a griffin 
segreant gules.' 

^^ The absence of quarterings may be easily explained in the words of Sir 
Edward Rodney in his family memoir, '* they stand like * mare 
mortuum,' and neither ebbed nor flowed in their fortunes : they were 
provident not to lessen, but neither by marriage, which is the ordinary 
step of augmentation, nor by any other means did they make any 
addition, inasmuch that at this day (1651) I give the coat single which 
my first ancestor gave, without quartering any other." 

There is a good full page lithograph of the tomb smd screen by Mr. R. W. 
Paul in * the Architect,' of April 1, 1887. A 

*" Hungerford heiresses. See Hoare's 'Modern Wilts. I. Heytesbury 92. 117.' H 

For Fitz James see Somerset Archaeological Society's Proceedings xxiv, 11 

The garbs, which ape 1 and 2, ought to be 2 a^d I, 
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2. Fitz-Jame8,^°® *(Azure) a dolphin .hauriant and embowed (or, 

with a mullet to denote a younger branch of that family) 
which was of Eedlynch in Bruton. 
on the sinister side 

3. Peverell** '(Azure), three garbs 1 and 2 and a chief (or)' 

4. Hungerford, adopted from Fitz-John,^^ (Sable) 2 bars (argent) 

in chief 3 plates/ 

5. The impaled shield at the west end of the tomb is at present 
unexplained. Upon its dexter half are three objects barways, much 
rubbed, of which the upper one is apparently a culverin or chamber- 
piece, the others may be possibly bars wavy, or wings. The coat 
impaled with them is Wykham, '(Argent) 2 chevrons (sable) between 
3 roses (gules), seeded (or). (If the dexter is barry-wavy, then 
according to Oollinson II., 312, the shield would be Bayouse impaling 
Drewe.) 

The Bodney tomb and chapel, forming together a remarkable 
feature in the architecture of the chancel, have long puzzled archseo- 
logians, inasmuch as three different dates must needs be assigned to 
the several portions, which though fairly harmonious in general 
effect, are seen on examination to be but awkwardly combined. The 
explanation given, after careful consideration and the assistance of 
experts, by the Eector the Eev Prebendary Burbidge,^^ appears to be 
satisfactory, i.e. that the finely carved 14th century canopy projecting 
but slightly from the wall, originally covered a shallow blank recess 
constructed in advance for future use, like those in Chelvey Church 
and in Bristol Cathedral ; that upon the death of Sir Walter Eodney, 
Kt, in 1466, an altar-tomb and effigy were placed beneath it, but 
were thence removed to their present position when Lady Elizabeth 
Chaworth, relict of his great-grandson another Sir Walter Eodney, 
who died before 1526, opened out the back of the recess, and con- 

iw See Mr. Burbidge's paper, Somerset Archseological Society's Proceedings 
1881, vol. XXVII. 
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structed a Chapel beyond it. The stone screen through which this is 
entered, and which has evidently been transferred from another place, 
perhaps by Eice Davis, Esq., who re-edified the Chapel circa 1604, 
is the memorial of the foundress. The original canopied recess, not 
improbably employed as an 'Easter Sepulchre,' and so possessing 
special sanctity as a place of interment,"^ is a boldly carved pyramidal 
construction, having a heavily moulded cinquefoiled ogee arch with 
tref oiled cuspings and large finial, the former injured by the unskilful 
insertion of a 16th century stone screen, adapted with scant propriety 
to its present position. The pointed apex, flanked by pinnacled butt- 
cresses is crocketed, and terminated by a bold finial. 

The later screen includes a doorway and two window-like open- 
ings of three trefoiled lights, beneath a broad horizontal bar bearing 
in raised old English lettering the following curious inscription, 

" With : ill : tW : thapdl : Igeth : (Bfeabrth : the : ttm itmn&tvji^ ' 

0f : m» : Chajrell : m& : 0f : tht : flott^ : tit : »\ltVt : U : the : Ijuattet! : 

t^mfi : lat : [wife : of : Jfir : iohtt : (Rhmotih :]"' ^ttSBht : attfl : he- 
fore : that : WJJ« : to : Jf^t : WnAUx : lodttes : ^UBflht : mA : ^ijfiiv : 

to : Jfst : ^gUijam : (6,mvtm : l^ttgght : whgthie : ^I^aheth : &tvtttv^& : 

the ; [thltd : «aB : of : ftttie] : itt : the : gete : of : Jtaee : MCCCCCXXXVII.'' 

"" Dame Anne Rodney, widow of Sir John Rodney of Stoke Giflford, Kt., 
and mother of Sir Walter Rodney of Backwell, Kt., in her last Will 
1546 desired "to be buried in the Church of Stoke Giflford, under the 
place wheare the Sepulture of my Redeemer Jesus Christ is made at the 
fest of Ester, or as nigh the place as may be, trusting to be of their 
number that shall follow and wayt upon the said Redeemer at the Great 
Day of the General Resurrection into everlasting joye and glory e." 
Bishop's Registry at Wells. 

^** Sir John Chaworth represented the ancient Notts family of that name, 
descended from Patrick de Carducis, whose ancestors came from Brit- 
tany shortly after the Conquest. His first wife, by whom he had no 
issue was Mary, daughter of William Paston. By his second wife he 
had two sons and three daughters. George the eldest son probably his 
mother's executor, is mentioned as * Master Chaward ' in the Yatton 
Churchwarden' accounts, in 1537-8, with reference to * ornaments' hired 
perhaps for her funeral. Notts Visitation Harleian Society, p. 123. 
Somerset Record Society, vol. IV., pp. 143, 151. 



Digitized by 



Google 



52 

The inscription is in two lines, and the words within brackets 
occupying parallel spaces, and cut out for the purpose of shortening 
the stone when refitted to its place, would have been entirely lost but 
for the good offices of Mr. Henry Burgum of Bristol, by whose care in 
1770 they were preserved and engraved upon a brass plate, which he 
presented to the Church. The * flock of sheep ' was the endowment, 
not unusual at that period, of a Chantry Priest, who at * the quarter 
times,' i.e. the four Ember seasons, received as payment for his services 
the produce of the wool and lambs.^^ In the upper portion of the 
screen, the two sides of which are identical, are five trefoiled blocked 
panels of which the central one rising to a point supports the larger of 
the five heater-shaped shields, which seem to have been affixed after 
its completion and form no part of its structural design. There is 
considerable difficulty in interpreting the coats, the ordinaries of which 
are in relief, while their charges rubbed down to a flat surface for 
greater facility perhaps of tincturing them, have for the most part 
perished. 

The central shields are impaled, and bear upon their dexter 
sides palewise the coats of Lady Elizabeth's two husbands, upon their 
sinister sides those of her own the Compton family, and its alliances. 
So we have 

1. Eodney, 'or, 3 eagles displayed gules,' 2 and 1. 

2. Chaworth ; Quarterly, the first and fourth grand quarters, quarter- 
ly quartered ; 1 and 4. '(Azure) 2 chevrons (or).' Chaworth 

"2 There were guilds of Quatuor Tempora at Wraxall and Portishead; they 
often possessed sheep and cattle, and were probably confiscated under the 
Act of 1. Edward VI. Mr. Burbidge quotes an extract from the Will of 
Earl Rivers in 1490, giving to his Parish Church of Grafton, 2 oxen 6 
kine and 2 bullocks, for an annual obit for his soul, directing that Dirige 
and a Requiem Mass should be sung by the Curate four priests and four 
clerks, and a herse and tapers provided, each priest to have 6d. and each 
clerk 3d. 

113 The arms of Chaworth, as given in the Notts Visitations, are *Barry of 
\en ardent and ^les an orie of mi^rtlets sable.' 
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(Alfreton);"* impaling * Barry of eight (argent and gules)' Cta- 
worth. 2 and 3. 'Paly of six (argent and) azure a bend 
(gules).' Annesley ; impaling 

Quarterly 1. Oompton, * Sable 3 dose esquires' helmets argent.' 
2. Query Ayle worth/" (argent) a f esse between six billets (gules) 
may be Beauchamp. 3. Berkeley, (' Gules crusily patty argent) 
on a chevron (of the last) 3 fleurs de lys (sable.*) 4. Bavent,"* 
'(Argent) a chevron (gules) within a bordure (sable bezanty.)' 

The subsidiary shields bear repetitions of the coats already 
given, thus 

On the dexter side 

1. Eodney. 

2. Quarterly, 1 and 4. Ohaworth, 2. Alfreton, 3. Annesley. 

On the sinister side 

1. Quarterly 1. Oompton, 2. Ayleworth, 3. Berkeley, 4. Bavent. 

2. The small outer sinister shield on the Chancel side of the screen is 
blank, while chat on the Chapel side bears in relief, * Azure in 
dexter chief a rose gules, in sinister chief a thorn bush growing 
out of a mount in base vert.' 

These are supposed to be badges or cognizances of Sir William 
Gompton, the brother of Lady Elizabeth, mentioned in her monumen- 
tal inscription, and to commemorate the following incident. He was 
a favourite at the courts of Elings Henry YII. and YIII., a ward of 
the first, and a playmate in boyhood of the latter, whom he afterwards 
accompanied to a joust at Eichmond, both being similarly attired in 
surcoats of doth of gold embroidered with red roses. The King 

^^^ Chaworth heiresMS* 

^ Compton heiresses* 

"^ In 3. John, 1201-2. Roger de Bavent held a virgate of land in Baowell, 
Scpierset Record Society, vol. VI., p. 17. 
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ot)taiiied much credit in the affray, while his friend was wounded."' 
He became groom of the stole, and was made constable of Sudeley and 
Gloucester Castles, and Chancellor of Ireland. It is singular that the 
honourable augmentation of one of the lions of England granted to 
Sir WiUiam in 1512-13, 4th Henry VIII. and still borne by the pre- 
sent Marquess of Northampton, does not here appear upon the 
Compton shield. In his will, 1532, proved 1538, directing his burial 
at Compton, he mentions his * sister. Dame Elizabeth Eodney, and his 
cosyn John Eodney.' 

The Eodney Chapel, now the Choir Vestry is chiefly remark- 
able for its fine and perhaps unique stone roof, constructed of sept- 
foiled arched beams, upon which the flat portion of it rests. Its pat- 
tern was evidently taken from the earlier cinquefoiled arch within the 
adjoining recess, and its date is that of the foundation of the Chapel 
in the 16th century, to which belong the 3 light window and door- 
way in its northern wall. Modem tiles have been substituted for the 
ancient stone flooring, in or upon which were three massive tombstones, 
one of them that of the Foundress, covering the burial place of the 
Bodneys. It is much to be desired that these, now reared against the 
basement of the tower, should be restored to the chapel to which they 
belong, and permanently fixed against its wall. They are mentioned 
by Butter as in situ in 1829."^ The earliest of the three tombstones 
was found buried near the tower door, and is a coffin lid with 
chamfered edges, bearing no lettering, but the slight remains of a cross 
incised upon it. Upon the second, a very massive sandstone slab 
eight inches thick, the base of which is broken off, is a somewhat 
rudely cut cross with three floriated ends, a diamond in its centre, and 
foliations between its upper limbs, a bold socket forming the termin- 
ation of its shaft. Upon a marginal band between lines, " . . U : l^ttht 

1" Collins Peerage, under Northampton, 5th Edit 1779, III., 171-2. Hall's 
Chronicle, fol. 6 and 8. 

118 Rutter's Delineations of Somerset, 21. 
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centre of the stone, " ^rijSit kaVie mtiCg." It is probably the memorial 
of an unknown Eichard Eodney in the 15th century."^ The remain- 
ing one a very massive sandstone slab, of which a portion of the 
lower part is lost, bears a deeply cut cross fleury with open centre, and 
between marginal lines, the inscription ** '^m Igtfc |CMg <|$teatotb 

(HUmttU XXXVII. wm» mt mA teto mmle." ^^ 

There are no indications of an altar or its platform, but a cano- 
pied and bracketed niche in the east wall, probably intended for a lamp, 
was mistaken by Eutter for a piscina. Upon this wall, replastered 
if not rebuilt by Eice Davis, Esq., are two mural monuments, the 
larger one a slab of Purbeck marble, with semicircular arch, within 
which are two brass plates which have been gilt. Upon the larger are 
engraved the figures of a civilian and his wife kneeling upon cushions 
at a priedieu, three sons behind the former, three daughters behind 
the latter; over the children two shields bearing quarterly 1 and 4 'gules 
a griffin segreant or,' Davis : 2 and 3, 'sable a chevron or between 3 
spears heads argent imbrued gules,' Ehys : impaling 'or 3 eagles dis- 
played gules,' Eodney. The man wears moustache and short pointed 
beard, a ru£E, and Master of Arts gown, the lady a bonnet with veil 
hanging behind, a ruff, and a gown with long stomacher; the boys have 
no ruffs but standing collars and epaulettes to their coats; the girls are 
attired like their mother. Upon the smaller brass plate above, and 
upon a circular stone at the top, the same shield is repeated, with the 

119 Lithographed in Paul's Sepulchral Slabs, Plate XV. 

lao Lithographed in Paul's Sepulchral Slabs, Plate XIV. 

In the burial place of the Chaworths at Lynton, in Notts there is an in- 
teresting parallel to this inscription. Two incised cross stones, one of 
them figured on plate xxviii, are accompanied by a black letter inscrip- 
tion on the wall, ''In this little chapelle under the low gravestones with 
crosses lyeth George Chaworth, Esquire, and Marye his wiffe, the 
daughter of Sir Henrie Sacheverell, Knight, late farmers of this manor 
places and demesnes of Lynbye, bethwine home (t.e. between whom) was 
issue three sons and three daughters, whyche George dyed the two and 
twentieth of August anno dom 1557, and Marie his said wiffe died the 
15th of June anno dom 1562, on whos sowells God hath mercie." Cutts' 
Sepulchral Slabs and Crosses. 
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addition of the crest, * Upon a wreath and mantelled Esquire^s helmet 
a griffin segreant or.' The frame of the monument has a row of roses 
as a cornice, and caryatides on either side. The inscription is engraved 
upon grey marble, as foUows, **HERE LYETH THE BODIES OF 
RICE DAVIS, ESQUIER, WHOE RE-EDIFIED THIS CHAPPEL 
AND DIED THE 2nd OF SEPTEM., 1638, AND DOROTHIE 
HIS WIFE [DAUGHTER TO MORRIS RODNEY ESQ., AND 
SISTER AND COHEIRE TO SIR GEORGE RODNEY KNIGHT.] 
SHE DIED THE 12th OF JANUARY, 1604, AND HAD ISSUE 
BETWENE THEM 3 SONES DECEASED AND 3 DAUGHTERS 
NOW LIVINGE, YIZ. JOHAN, ELIZABETH, & MARGARET. 
MY DAYES ARE LIKE A SHADOWE THAT FADETH, AND 
I AM WITHERED LIKE GRASSE. Psalm CH., verse XI/'^^ Of 
the daughters above-mentioned, Joan^^ married Richard Browne^^ of 
Backwell, Esq., Elizabeth Roger Williams of Kenhiley, co. Mon- 
mouth, Esq., and Margaiet,8Bt 19 in 1623, (her mother dying perhaps 
at her birth in 1604) married Cox.^^ 

The other mural monument, of similar date and character, is a 
small marble slab with alabaster frame surmounted by a shield, 'Sable 
a fesse or between 3 squirrels sejant argent cracking nuts of the 
second,' Harvey, and the inscription, **elizabbth the daughteb of 

i'^ This quotation taken from an earlier version than that authorized in 1611, 
points to the erection of the monument prior to that date. It was pro- 
bably the memorial of his first wife in 1604, his own death in 1638 being 
afterwards inserted. In the interval he had married two more wives, 
Isabel, daughter of Henry Lygon of Co. Gloucester, Esq. and relict of 
Edward Basset, by whom he had no issue, and Mary daughter of Thomas 
Fitts of Bristol, Esq., and widow of Robert Owen, Esq., by whom he 
had a daughter Ellenor, set 6 in 1623, the wife of Nicholas Poyntz, Esq. 
In his will Mr. Kice Davis directed to be buried *in the Chapel of Back- 
well, between my late wife Dorothy daughter of Maurice Rodney, Esq., 
deceased, and my late wife Isabel Lygon.' He was however act- 
ually buried at Tickenham. Somerset VVills II., 30. Parish Register at 
Tickenham. Visitation of Somerset 1623 Harleian Society 32. 

1*-® Son of Richard Browne, of Calne, Co. Wilts., Esq., whose arms were 
'3 stags heads cabossed.' 

^'^ She had issue Rice set 8, Richard 1, John 6 months in 1623, and a daugh- 
ter Dorothie. See Visitation of Somerdet Harleian Society 32* 

1" Somerset Wills II., 30» 
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EtoWARD HAEVBY, ESQ. AND ELIZABETH HIS WIFE, OP BROC&LEt COTii J 

som: under the subj^acent stone lieth deposited. 

thy life was like thyselfe a span 
IN measure: ended as began. 

SHORT IN DIMENSION, SHORT IN STAY, 
FIVE DAYES INDUO'd REDUC'd THY CLAY." 

Here is a curious little oblong iron-clamped alms chest, with 
three locks. The half-blocked arch into the Chantry on the west 
would have been entirely opened out, but for the architect's apprehen- 
sion of possible mischief to the adjoining pier. 

The north and south Chapels are prolongations, each of one 
bay, of the Aisles of the Nave, their arches into the Chancel being 
wider and slightly different from the others, that on the north, of two 
orders, with its eastern mouldings continued to the ground. The floor 
of this Chantry raised two steps above the level of the aisle, is of wood, 
but some flat stones have been allowed to remain. 

*' Here lieth ye body of Ann, ye daughter of John Crosman, 
and Diana his wife of this parish, gent., who died ye 8th of May, 1709, 
aged . . years. Also here lieth ye bodies of two more of their children 
Diana and William." 

" To the memory of Mr. William Pumell, Attorney at law, 
eldest son of Mr. William Purnell, of Havetre, and Elizabeth his wife, 
who died March ye . . . 1764, in the 26th year of his age." The sur- 
face of the stone has 'shaled' away and a further portion of inscription 
is illegible. At the base upon an inserted piece of white marble are 
the initials ** J. W. A. W." 

*' Beneath this stone lies the body of Mrs. Joan Blayning of 
this parish, who departed this life on Thursday the 2nd of May in the 
year 1 776, and in the 89th year of her age. Let it suffice to say that 
in her several stations in life she was an example worthy the closest 
imitation." Upon inserted pieces of white marble '* H. T. 1796,'' 
»»Thorne." **J. R. 1733. J. B. 1763." 
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Another stone too much defaced for its inscription to be read, 
bears the name of **Eeed," and the date '4783." 

The eastern window of three lights is small and partially 
blocked by the roof of the adjoining Eodney Chapel. There is a 
larger three light window on the norfch, and on the south a small 
dwarf wall forms the back of the Choir seats in the Chancel. 

Any remains of altar and reredos may have been destroyed 
by the piercing of the eastern wall into the Rodney Chantry. The 
screen on the west of beautiful oak carving with perforated panels, 
gates, and double cornices of foliage, is higher than the corresponding 
ones which cross the Chancel arch and south Chapel, and is therefore 
probably of a somewhat different date. Like them it has been despoil- 
ed of its projecting gallery. 

The south Chapel, corresponding with the last, is mainly 
occupied by the organ, a handsome sweet-toned instrument by Vowles 
of Bristol, erected in 1884, at a cost of £335 raised by subscription. 
It effectually conceals the three light eastern window. There is a 
larger one, also of three lights on the south, and a dwarf wall of 
masonry on the north, as in the opposite Chapel. No traces of an altar 
or its appendages remain. Another screen, this time ranging ^ith 
that across the Chancel arch, and of similar design height and pattern, 
with double gates open work panels and cornices, crosses its western 
arch. 

The Nave, the Chancel arch of which, higher and more acutely 
pointed than those of the aisles, gives evidence of its earlier date, is 
entered beneath the central screen already mentioned through double 
gates in its tracer! ed front. Though bereft of its rood loft, yet there 
are reminders of it in the heavy stone corbel heads projecting west- 
wards from the pillars on either side, and intended for the support of 
its canopy. These heads which appear to have been crowned, are 
male and female, the latter on the north wearing a frontal band and 
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wimple, her hair in heavy rolls over her ears, the former on the south, 
with the sides of the face covered from forehead to chin, and possibly 
of modem addition. The pillars, weakened as they are by large oblong 
hagioscopes cut through their centres, have to support the enormous 
weight which three several arches impose upon them. The roof, a new 
and heavy barrel one, its eastern bay over the rood loft additionally 
ornamented, is evidently too weighty for the somewhat slender octagonal 
pillars of the arcade on either side, notably on the north where they 
are greatly inclined. It consists of five bays, the arches and pillars 
of plain but good 1 5th century work. The floor is tiled and uniformly 
furnished with sittings of pitch pine. The most curious feature in 
the nave is the two-light dormer window in the south-east comer of 
the roof, which has a trefoil internal spray, and was constructed to 
throw light upon the rood. Against the north pier of the Chancel arch 
is a good modern carved oak pulpit upon a stone base, and beneath 
the southern one a brass lectern with double revolving desk, and the 
inscription ** To the glory of GOD and in memory of Charles Yining, 
died July 3rd, 1869." From the roof hangs a brass chandelier with 
eighteen candles, and the inscription ''The gift of the Eev. John 
Markham, 40 years Rector of this Parish, A. D. 1786.'* The Font, a 
handsome modem octagonal one of Caen stone, with blank shields in 
recessed cinquefoiled panels, standing upon a carved and moulded 
pedestal at the junction of cruciform steps, is a striking object at the 
west end. 

The north aisle has its original lean-to oaken roof, its timbers 
supported by carved stone corbels, male and female heads in^curious 
and fanciful costumes, amongst them a king and queen, those on the 
south earlier than those on the north. In the south-east comer of the 
floor which is tiled, is a flat stone with the inscription, '* To the mem- 
ory of Sallie Filer sister to Samuel Filer of this parish ; she departed 
this life the Idth of January, 1760, aged 28 years." In the north 
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Wall are three perpendicular windows, the most eastern of two lights, 
glazed with stained glass by Messrs. Cann of Birmingham, represent- 
ing 'the Adoration of the Magi/ with the inscription, ''To the glory of 
GOD, and in memory of Edward Homer, bom May 30th, 1749, died 
March 19th, 1825, and of Mary his wife, bom March 31st, 1748, died 
February 14th, 1830. And in memory of Maria, daughter of the 
above Edward and Mary Homer, and wife of F.O. Burton, County Glare, 
Ireland, bom January 1st, 1786, died November 28th, 1858." The 
two other windows are of four lights with Perpendicular tracery, to 
which period belongs the north door. Upon flat stones are ** Joseph 
and AnnLovell, obiit (sic) 1821," and "Herelyeth the body of Thomas 
Bullocke, gent, who died the 17th of September, 1767, aged 49 years." 
The west window is of three lights, filled with stained glass by Bell of 
Bristol, representing " The Sacrifice of Isaac," in two pictures, the 
choice of Bebecca in the third, with the legends, "God will provide 
Himself a lamb,'' " Lay not thine hand upon the lad," '* I put the ear- 
ring upon her face," and the inscription underneath, *' To the glory of 
QOD, and in the memory of Philip Simmons, the last of a family long 
dwellers and all buried here, 1884." In the lower part of the north 
wall, under one of the windows, is a shallow recess with plain low 
chamfered arch, under which there is not room for a tombstone or 
effigy. The following monumental tablets beginning from the east, 
are fixed to the wall, 

"In memory of Philip George of Clifton, eldest son of the late 
Philip George, of the parish of St. Nicholas, Bristol, who died on the 
3rd of May, 1863, aged 83 years. His remains lie interred in a vault 
in the burial ground of this Church. This monument was erected by 
his widow as a tribute of affection. Also of Amy his widow, who died 
28th April, 1865, in the 79th year of her age." 

'' Sacred to the memory of Joseph Whitchurch, Esq., of this 
Parish, who departed this life May 7th, 1792, aged 45 years. Also to 
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Ann his wife, who died June 9th, 1813, aged 74. ITiis monument is 
erected by their affectionate children, as a small tribute of grateful 
and filial love to the best of parents. Mary Whitchurch, died 28th 
September, buried at Backwell 11th October, 1845, aged 71. Leonard 
Whitchurch, died 19th March, buried at Backwell 26th March, 1850. 
Ann Whitchurch died 31st October, and was buried at Backwell 9th 
November, 1854, aged 7*7, children of the above Joseph and Ann 
Whitchurch." Armorial shield above, almost obliterated, * Gules, 3 
talbots heads erased or, on a chief argent guttee de sang a lion pas- 
sant sable.' crest ' between 2 wings expanded, a talbot's head, arg. 
guttle de sang.' (Fairbaim's Book of Crests). 

" Sacred to the memory of Reginald Henry the only son of 
Sjlvester Bean, Esq., of Stoke-under-Hamden, Somerset, who assumed 
the name and arms of Rodbard as heir of his uncle William Rodbard, 
Esq., of West Coker, Somerset. He died at Backwell Hill in this 
County, 20th October, 1848, aged 5K Also in affectionate remem- 
brance of Emma his widow, daughter of R. J. Lucas, Esq.; she died 
at Clifton, 4th March, 1875, aged 77 years, and was interred in the 
family vault in this Church. *' keep my soul and deliver me, for I 
put my trust in Thee. Psalm xxv., 20." Shield, *or a chevron 
between 3 bulls passant guardant sable armed arg.' [Rodbard] Upon 
an inescutcheon 8 shields in pale and per fesse, 1 Lucas and Vernon. 
2 Butler and Adams with griffins. 3 Lyde and Adams with fleurs de 
lys. 4 Bush and Lucas. Crest, ^within an annulet per pale sab. and 
arg. a buffalo's head couped at the shoulders, aff route, counter- 
changed armed or.' 

" Near this place are deposited the remains of Jane, the faith- 
ful wife of J. Poole of the city of Bristol, obiit 22nd April, 1822, setat 
7 1 . Also the remains of the above Joseph Poole, who died at Weston- 
super-mare, 27tb August, 1837, aged 81. "The memory of the just 
is blessed" 
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" In the Chancel of this Church lyes the body of Anthony Biggs 
of the City of Bath, in the County of Somerset, gent. In the year 
17lO-he married Florence the youngest daughter of Coll: Jno: Pigott 
of Brockley in this county, by whom he has left issue several sons. 
He was a tender husband and affectionate father, and in regard to his 
memory his widow caused this to be erected. He departed this life 
April 2nd, 1752, aged 67. In the same grave also lyes the body of 
the said Florence his wife, who departed this life the 23rd day of 
February, 1773, aged 90, who in her several stations of life was 
worthy of imitation.*' 

** Sacred to the memory of Edward Homer, late of this Parish, 
gent. He departed this life on the 19th of March, 1825, in the 76th 
year of his age." 

" Sacred to the memory of Harriot, only daughter of William 
Pumell, Esq., of Haviat, and wife of George Thome, of the city of 
Bristol, which departed this life the 23rd November, 1796, aged 32 
years." Arms, ' Or, a fesse gules between 3 lions rampant within a 
bordure engrailed sable.' Thome. The crest defaced. 

" Near this place lyeth ye body of John Bullock, of ys parish 
gent, who dyed 11th October, 1733, aged 55 years. Also three chil- 
dren of John and Isabel Bullock." 

** Near this place lies interred the body of Isabel wife of Joseph 
Hitchman, of the city of Bristol glover, and daughter of John 
Bullock late of this Parish, gent. She died October the 29th, 1763, 
aged 46. Also the body of the said Joseph Hitchman, who departed 
this life June 12th, 1772, aged 55. 
Upon the west wall, 

(Part of the top of the tablet deficient.) 
" Charles their second son, who died August 27th, 1794, in the twenty 
fourth year of his age. Also of the aforesaid Samuel Filer, who died 
November 12th, 1796, in the sixty-second year of his age." 
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" To the memory of William Chileott, of the city of Bristol, 
mariner, son of Eobert Chileott of Simonsbury, in the county of 
Dorset, gent. He married Elizabeth, daughter of Mr. John Grossman, 
of this parish, and died 30th Jime, 1757, aged 42.. Also Elizabeth 
Chileott, who died the 3rd of December, 1786, aged 74 years." 

The south aisle has a strong lean-to oaken roof supported by 
stone corbels, corresponding with that of the northern aisle. The 
floor is tiled, but a few gravestones remain. Upon one in the south- 
east comer, 

** Anthony Blagrave, died January 23rd, 1777, aged 21 years." 

An adjoining stone, upon an inserted square of white marble 
has the initials *' E. W." and the date ** 1823." 

Near the western end, 

" In memory of Hannah, the wife of Edward Bord of this par- 
ish, who departed this life December the 2nd, 1701, aged 47. Also 

William their son, who deceased the of June, 1777, aged. 

Also their son, Edward Bord, who departed this life the 2lBt of Dec- 
ember." (The rest illegible.) 

"In memory of John Sperrin, yeoman, of this Parish, who died 
May 10th, 1838, aged 61. Also of Mary his wife, who departed this 
life the 3rd June, 1866, in the 89th year of her age." 

** In memory of Florence wife of Simon Weston of the City of 
Bristol, sopemaker, daughter of Mr. Jno. Bullock, late of this Parish, 
gent., who departed this life 13th of January, 1758, aged 33 years." 

" To the memory of William Cambridge, Esq., of the Parish of 
Long Ashton, who departed this life August 9th, 1829, aged 63. Also 
1o the memory of Elizabeth Williams, departed this life October the 
21st, 1838, aged 90. Also of Elizabeth, wife of the said William Cam- 
bridge, Esq., who died November 6th, 1850, aged 69 years. 

On the south wall, commencing at the east, 
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'* Sacred to the memory of John Light, Esq.. late of The Grove, 
West Town, in the Parish of Bactwell, who died January llth, 1848, 
aged 84 years. Also of Martha relict of the above, who died Novem- 
her 30th, 1849, aged 79 years. Also of Cecilia their daughter, who 
died June 5th, 1807, aged 5 years. "The memory of the just is 
blessed,'* Prov. x., 7. *' This sincere tribute of affection is erected by 
Mercy Parsons, wife of William Stradling, Esquire, of Chilton-super- 
Polden, in the County of Somerset, the only surviving child of the 
above John and Martha Light," Arms, ' Gules, a chevron between 3 
swans rising argent,' Light, impaling, 'Azure, a chevron ermine, 
between 3 trefoils (slipped) argent,' Parsons. 

" In the Chancel are interred the remains of Charles Biggs 
Esq., 3rd son of Mr. Anthony Biggs, late of the City of Bath, an 
eminent attorney, and one of the aldermen of the said city. His integ- 
rity and honour in his profession, candid and cheerful manners in 
private life and his disinterested and upright conduct as a magis- 
trate have rendered his loss justly lamented. He died December 29th, 
1775, aged 61. His widow and daughters have placed this small 
token of their regard to the memory of an a£Pectionate husband and a 
tender parent. Also the remains of Eleanor l^iggs, relict of the above 
Charles Biggs, Esq., youngest daughter of John Tomkins, Esq. of the 
City of London, who died September 4th, 1784, aged 60.'* Arms, 
* Argent, on a fesse between three martlets sable as many annulets or,' 
Biggs, impaling, * Azure, a chevron between 3 falcons close or,' 
(Armory cock pheasants). Tomkins. 

** Sacred to the memory of the Eeverend Andrew Daubeny, 
M.A., late of Backwell House, in this Parish, who departed this life 
September 26th, 1836, aged 68 years. As a small tribute of affection 
and gratitude to one of the best of parents, this monument is erected 
by his family. Also of Elizabeth Innys, relict of the above who died 
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inost cieservedly beloved and lamented, January 19tli, 1852, aged 83 
years." Arms, ' Gules, 4 fusils conjoined in fesse argent.' Orest, 
'Two dragons' wings displayed argent.' 

" In memory of John Eobert Lucas, Esq., of Backwell Hill, 
Somerset, who died 15th July, 1828, aged 73. Also of Anna his wife, 
daughter and co-heiress of William Adams, Esq., of Chelwood House, 
Somerset ; she died 13th November, 1851, aged 68 years. This monu- 
ment is erected by their affectionate daughter as a slight tribute of 
love and gratitude." Ai'ms Quarterly, and an inescutcheon, 1 and 4 
'Argent, a chevron gules between 3 torteaux, on a chief azure a moor- 
cock between 2 crosses crosslet or,' Lucas. 2. * Gules, 3 covered 
cups 2 and 1 or, Butler. 3. Or, on a fesse azure 3 garbs of the 
first,' Vernon. On the inescutcheon. Quarterly, 1. *Vert, a pale argent 
between 2 griffins segreant or,' Adams. 2. ' Azure, a double-headed 
eagle displayed or,' Lyde. 3. * Sab. 3 fleurs de lys arg. 2 and 1,' Adams. 
4. 'Arg. a horse forcene sable in chief 3 crosses pattee gules,' Bush. 

**Near this place rest with their relatives Joseph and Jane 
Poole, the remains of Elizabeth the beloved wife of Charles William 
Hickes of Weston-super-mare, died 2nd October, 1853, aged 63 years. 
" The just shall live by faith." 

** To the memory of the Rev. Andrew Alfred Daubeny, M.A., 
of Bedland Lodge near Bristol, who departed this life beloved and 
lamented, June 20th, 1852, aged 52 years. * Be ye therefore ready 
also, for the Son of Man cometh at an hour when ye think not. Luke 
xii, 40.' Also of his widow, Frances Elizabeth, who died October 21st, 
1878, aged 74 years." Arms, * Gules 5 lozenges conjoined in fesse 
argent.' Crest, * Two dragons wings displayed argent.' 

"Sacred to the memory of Sarah, only daughter of Robert 
Beakes Simmons, of this parish, Esquire, and Sarah his wife, who de* 
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parted this life tke Uth of July, 1834, aged 35 years. As a last sad 
tribute of affection to the memory of the best of daughters this monu- 
ment is erected by her afflicted parents." Arms, On a lozenge 'sable 
a dolphin naiant embowed or, vorant a fish argent.' 

" Sacred to the memory of Sarah the beloved wife of Bobert 
Beakes Simmons, of this parish, Esquire, who died on the 7th day of 
July, 1835, aged 67. Also of the said Bobert Beakes Simmons, a 
deputy lieutenant for the county of Somerset, who died on the 21st 
day of December, 1848, aged 73. This monument is erected by their 
afflicted sons, as a small tribute of affection foi the best and most exemp- 
lary of parents. Be ye also ready, for in such an hour as ye think not 
the Son of Man cometh. Matt, xxiv, 44." Arms as on the last tablet. 
Crest as in arms (mutilated) entwined with laurel wreath. Motto 
*Stabilate et Victoria.* 

On the west wall, 

'* In the north aisle of this Ohurch lie interred the remains of 
Joseph Halstone, late of this parish, gent, who died October Uth, 1778, 
aged 63 years. Also of Hannah his wife, who died the 26th of April, 
1780, aged 65." 

" In memory of William Gundry, Esq., of Chippenham, Wilt- 
shire, who departed this life the 4th of March, 1853, aged 71 years, 
Also of Buth his wife, who died the 4th May, 1835, aged 52 years." 

Of the three windows in the south wall, one is of four lights, 
the others, with that in the west, all of good Perpendicular work and 
earlier than those in the adjoining Chapel, are of three lights. The 
upper and lower doorways, pointed and chamfered, giving access to the 
rood staircase, already mentioned as an embattled angular external 
projection, and retaining its flight of stairs, are noticeable features at 
the eastern comer of the aisle. 
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The South Porch lofty large and massive, has been refronted, 
its masonry on the south being superior to that of its side walls and 
of the Church to which it is attached ; its external opening is of five 
orders, with a hood moulding terminated by small quatrefoils ; its 
jambs on either side are much out of the perpendicular, pressed out 
of shape by undue superincumbent weia^ht, and resting perhaps upon 
an insecure foundation ; there are angle buttresses of two stages, a 
moulded stringcourse above the door "carried along the south wall, 
and a bolder one above, from which project on the east and west 
restored grotesques ; the parapet is embattled, the leaded roof nearly 
flat. At the east end of the north waU, is a stoup, within an early 
English arch, the projecting basin, broken away at the level of the 
waU, having originally been supported by a small attached pillar, of 
which the base remains about a foot from the floor. Over the internal 
doorway, which is a restoration, there was probably a wooden gallery, 
like that of Weston-in-Gordano, a niche for the Saint remaining 
above, and the blocked doorway of the staircase of approach in the 
north west angle, where a small carved corbel may have held a lamp. 

The junction of the Tower to the nave arcades is infelicitous, 
and not easily explained, their western arches being partially buried 
in the great mass of adjoining masonry. But the necessity of adequate 
support for the enormous superincumbent weight may possibly, durin^c 
the progress of the building, have suggested the erection of an inner 
arch, east of the tower arch proper, as an additional security. This 
last however can hardly have been an after-thought, since it ranges 
with the western walls of the aisles on either side. Very lofty and 
handsome is the soaring Tower Arch with its great Western window of 
five lights at the end of the vista. The staircase turret, semi-oct- 
agonal in plan, is carried up the north-east angle, access being obtain- 
ed from within, and leads by an ascent of 137 winding steps to the 
leaded roof, where it is terminated by a pinnacled spirelet, and affords 
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a fine panoramic view. In raised letters upon the lead are "T. Light, 
Ch : War : Alexr. Maine, Plumber 1791." Lower down against one 
of the buttresses in the south east comer upon a small tablet are ' I.B. 
LG. C.W. 1713.' 

In the base of the tower is placed, with the broken gravestones 
brought here, as already stated, from the Eodney Chapel, the most 
ancient relic in the Church, the original late Norman Font, found 
buried in the Churchyard, unhappily considered too much mutilated 
to be capable of restoration; it is of red sandstone, circular and 
rather small, a cable moulding encircling its basin, its base adorned 
with large-leaved foliage, A place of honour should be found for it 
somewhere. 

There is a peal of six Bells, of which two, Nos. 2 and 5 are 
mediaeval, the latter of great interest, bearing the inscription in Lom- 
bardic letters, with beautiful stamps^'^ between the words,* *+^t( ^MtA 
0tn pt0 mW*^^ No. 2, in Black letter, with fine initial cross, and 
fleurs de lys for stops, **4-g^l WJxiUp §VlXi^ (804, tg/* i* The others 
have inscriptions, No. 1 and 3, T. MEAE8 OF LONDON FECIT 
1820." No. 4, "BTLBY & B008H MAY COME & 8EE WHAT 
EVANS & NOTT HAVE DONE BY ME 1758."i28 No. 6, ** MR. 
EDWARD BULLOCK & MR. JOHN CLARK CHURCHWAR- 
DENS WM. EVANS FECIT 1758. I SOUND TO BID THE 
SICK REPENT IN HOPES OF LIFE WHEN BREATH IS 
SPENT."^^ 

South east of the Porch, stands the Churchyard Cross, a good 
example of fifteenth century date, and with the exception of its termin- 
ation, quite uninjured. For this has been substituted a square dial 

126 We knoM that one of the Chapels was dedicated in honor of S. Matthew. 

May not the other have borne the name of S. Luke ? 
128 T. G. are the initials of the founder. 

1^ Ellacombes Church Bells of Somerset 23, where engravings of the stamps 
will be found. 

^28 |t|r. ISllaQoinbe Qalls this 'a specimen of low wit.' 
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stone, surmounted by a ball. The shaft is a tapering single stone, 
octagonal, but square at the base, ornamented at the top with arcading, 
upon which the actual Cross awaits restoration. The socket is cut in- 
to bold broaches, and stands upon a Calvary of four octagonal steps, 
the lower one with good drip moulding. The dimensions of its several 
parts, and a good cut will be found at p. 70 of * Pooley's Old Crosses 
of Somerset.' It is probable that a Village Cross stood once in the 
hamlet of Farley, where a large stone which may have been its socket 
still remains. 

In the Visitation of Somerset, 1623, Harleian Soc : is a Pedi- 
gree of Whittington of Bacwell, deduced from Johannes de Whiting- 
ton temp Edw. I., and carried down to John VThittington, son and 
heir, eet 7, 1623. No arms are given, and no memorial of their family 
remains, but mention is made of the arms of Salmon, ' azure 3 sal- 
mons hauriant argent,' Crest, ^a salmon naissant argent," as having 
been in an ancient window in Backwell Church, along with Whit- 
tington of Backwell. Harleian MS. 1559. Somerset and Dorset 
Notes and Queries IV., 256. 
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